Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time

February 4, 2018

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
2621 Colonial Blvd, Violet, LA 70092
Contact Information
Rev. Bryan Howard, Pastor
bhoward@arch-no.org
(504) 400-9217—for Sacramental

Emergencies Only

Rev. Charles Caluda, Ret. Priest
Georganna Alphonso—Secretary
Terri Dunn—Receptionist
Email: oll@arch-no.org
Website: olol-church.com
Office Phone: 504-682-7070
Fax: 504-605-2064
Debbie Taffaro—PCL
(504) 339-9188
dtaffaro@arch-no.org
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs.: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
MASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY:
SATURDAY:
WEEKDAYS:

9:00 am & 11:00 am
4:00 pm (Vigil)
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. :
8:00 am
Tues.: 6:00 pm

SACRAMENTS

CONFESSION:
1/2 hr. before each weekend mass.
BAPTISM: Baptisms are held the second
Sunday of the month after 11 am Mass. Please
call the office to register for the class and/or
schedule a baptism.
MARRIAGE: Contact Fr. Bryan at least six
months prior to the desired date.
Confirmation of the wedding date must be
made by the priest officiating the ceremony.
FUNERAL: Please contact Fr. Bryan
before going to the funeral home to make
arrangements.
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK:
Available upon request.
MINISTRY TO THE SICK OR
SHUT-IN: If you cannot attend mass and
receive Communion, please contact the
parish office.
LITURGY OF THE HOURS:
Immediately following 8 am daily mass.
PRAY THE ROSARY: First Tuesday of
every month at 10:00 am.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: First
Wednesday of each month, following 8 am
Mass until 7 pm.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, members of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, are
committed to establish a safe haven for believers in our community.
Having Christ as the center of our worship and being impelled by
his teachings:
• We continually grow in ministries that address the needs and
concerns of our community.
• We strive to be a vibrant “Christ-Centered” spiritual family
and experience His love and presence in the celebration of the
Eucharist.

“How to pray? This is a simple matter. I would say: Pray any way you like, so long as you do pray.”
Pope John Paul II
TODAY'S READING
First Reading — Job experienced months of misery and troubled
nights (Job 7:1-4, 6-7).
Psalm — Praise the Lord, who heals the brokenhearted (Psalm
147).
Second Reading — I have become all things to all, to save at
least some (1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23).
Gospel — Jesus cured many who were sick with various diseases
(Mark 1:29-39).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass (c)
1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.
All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13; Ps 132:6-7, 8-10; Mk 6:53-56
Tuesday:
1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30; Ps 84:3-5, 10-11; Mk 7:1-13
Wednesday: 1 Kgs 10:1-10; Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40;
Mk 7:14-23
Thursday:
1 Kgs 11:4-13; Ps 106:3-4, 35-37, 40; Mk 7:24-30
Friday:
1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19; Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-15;
Mk 7:31-37
Saturday:
1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34; Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-22;
Mk 8:1-10
Sunday:
Lv 13:1-2, 44-46; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11; 1
Cor 10:31 -11:1; Mk 1:40-45
TIRELESS DISCIPLESHIP

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS

Saturday, February 3:
4 PM
Shirley Kearney; Special Intention; Floyd
Landry, Jr.; Louis Huff; Gustave
“Johnny” Huff; Frank Acosta; Evelyn
Brocato; Prosperity Of Joseph “Jay”
Kearney; Mary Jane Abrew; Leo Ivy
Turnbull, Jr.; Tina Marie Perez Ireland
Sunday, February 4:
9 AM
Daniel & Elaine Molero; Richard Tamor; Kathleen
Burns; Anthony Bazile; Evelyn Brocato; Valentino
Molero; Leo Ivy Turnbull, Jr.; Tina Marie Perez
Ireland; Health of Noah Frank Campo
11 AM Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Church
Monday, February 5: Fr. Bryan’s Intentions
Tuesday, February 6: Irwin Schleismann
Wednesday, February 7: All Souls
Thursday, February 8: Floyd Landry, Jr.
Friday, February 9:
All Souls
Have a Mass offered for your loved ones! We offer multiple
Mass intentions on Saturday and Sunday Masses. The Weekday
Masses are for single intentions only. A Mass intention for
one individual or a married couple is $5 per Mass. Contact
the office for more information at 504-682-7070.
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time;
World Day for Consecrated Life;
Boy Scouting Sunday
St. Agatha
St. Paul Miki and Companions
St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine Bakhita;
International Day of Prayer and Awareness
against Human Trafficking
St. Scholastica

The stories we’ve been hearing these weeks come from the
very first chapter of Mark, and they show us the public ministry
of Jesus in its infancy. Today’s account shows some of the strain
or adjustment of his new life of preaching the reign of God, healing
the sick, and casting out demons. Notice that after sunset, when
darkness ended the workday, people brought the sick and possessed
to Jesus. The following day he rose before dawn to get away by
himself to pray, but to no avail. Simon Peter and the others don’t
just look for him, they pursue him, filled with the fervor that his
ministry has incited. With the self-sacrificing example he gave
until the end of his earthly life, he tells his followers that this is
his whole purpose. Through Mark, he is also telling the early
church, and he is telling us, that this is our purpose, our vocation:
to be tireless in our pursuit of proclaiming the Good News, and
in bringing the healing, reconciling touch of Christ to the world.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

If you would like to have the Sanctuary Lamp,
Marian Candle or St. Joseph Candle burn in honor
of a loved one, or for a Special Intention,
please contact the office. Thank you.

THE SANCTUARY LAMP BURNS THIS WEEK IN MEMORY
OF:
RICHARD TAMOR
THE MARIAN CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
LOUIS HUFF
THE ST. JOSEPH CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK
FOR:
WORLD PEACE

God had one son on earth without sin, but never one without suffering.—St. Augustine of Hippo

HOW TO PRAY
THE DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET
Optional Opening Prayers:

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Nolan Couture; Faye Hammer; Meghan Melancon;
Patricia Besselman; The Schneiders; Baby Ladner;
Patrice Ariatti; Benjamin Gunther; Kenny Henderson;
Jackie Nunez; Olive Nicolosi; Ursula Repath; Ed
Peneguy; Wilton Richard, Jr.; Mary & Charlie
Gremillion; Toni Stander Landry; Pauline Alphonso; Theresa;
Carol Dupre; Ann Nunez; Roslyn Thomas; Carter Beckwith;
Dale Nunez; Jerry Fahm; Judy Maloz; Brogan Burns; Rene
Porche; Theresa Corne; Bernadine Reimonenq; Renee T.
Gutierrez; Avery Brink; Daniel Buffington; Alan Rossignol;
Dennis Bennett; Kaleb Billiot, Jr.; Cornelius Dennis, Jr.; Lisa
Montelongo; Cindy Reynolds; Lanny Villaneuva; Tudy Nunez;
Louis Burns; Carolyn Alfonso; Dolores (Lolie) Nunez; Janet
Estaves; George (Ching) Lopez; Ethel Kattengel; Gerald Stephany;
Parker Cotham; William Besselman; Michelle Capone; Congetta
Wallace; Dwayne Davis; Andrew Florane; Paul Gagnet; Julette
Picquet; Stephany Randazzo; Alex Vaillancourt; Leah Lopez;
James Tullier; Yvette Canzoneri; Joy Martinez; Debbie Lewis;
Gerrie Bergeron; Ken Nadler; Jeannie Swan; Raymond Ducote;
Jessica Lopez; Henry Woods; Annie & Joe Garcia; Marietta
Roussell; Joseph Pizzutto; Maureen; Karen; Charley J. McLeod;
Camille Ruiz; Judy Benandi; Noah Frank Campo; Owen Knighten;
Carolyn LeBlanc; Amelia Mae Mohon; Kassidy Davis; Rita
Macaluso; Pam Cassar; Ashley Rodriguez; Fred Keller, III;
Elizabeth Mathews; Amber Barbe; Joyce Keller; Pamela Constant
Guerra; Peggy Schifano; Frank Tramatore; Robert Burns;
Christine Landry; Raymond Fourtunia, Sr.; Ryan Vitrano; Rodney
Heffizon

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN NEED
The Family of Pam Cassar; Joy Dennis; Family of Amber Barbe;
Family of Elizabeth Mathews; Family of Peggy Schifano

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF LOURDES
Oh ever immaculate Virgin, Mother of Mercy,
Health of the Sick, Refuge of Sinners,
Comforter of the Afflicted, you know my
wants, my troubles, my sufferings. Look
upon me with mercy. When you appeared in
the grotto of Lourdes, you made it a privileged
sanctuary where you dispense your favors,
and already many sufferers have obtained
the cure of their infirmities, both spiritual and corporal. I come, therefore, with unbounded confidence
to implore your maternal intercession. Obtain, O
loving Mother, the grant of my requests. I will endeavor to imitate your virtues, that I may one day
share in your glory. Amen. Our Lady of
Lourdes...PRAY FOR US.

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed
forth for souls,
and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole
world.
O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy,
envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out
upon us.
(Repeat 3 times) O Blood and Water, which gushed
forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy
for us, I trust in You!
Our Father, Hail Mary and the Apostle's Creed
For each of the five decades (On each “Our Father” bead of the rosary, pray)
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul
and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our
Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and
those of the whole world.
(On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads, pray)
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy
on us and on the whole world.
Concluding prayer (Repeat 3 times)
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One,
have mercy on us and on the whole world.
Optional Closing Prayer
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the
treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly
upon us and increase Your mercy in us, that in
difficult moments we might not despair nor become
despondent, but with great confidence submit
ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and
Mercy itself.

Copyright © 2012, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
Washington, DC. All rights reserved.
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Fr. Bryan Howard
February 4, 2018
God’s Call: Why I Became a Priest
God is calling all of us to something.
God doesn’t ignore us or take us for granted.
He created us, and, as the Bible says, “Before
I formed you in the womb I knew you; and
before you were born I consecrated
you” (Jeremiah 1:5). God knows us even
better than we know ourselves; He knows our
gifts and our weaknesses. You can use your
gifts in any number of ways, but there is one
specific path that God has set aside for you
and that He is calling you to. How do we
know what that is? I can’t answer that
question for you, but I can tell you how I
answered it for myself.
It started for me in the 8th grade. That
year I began to feel an attraction to the
priesthood, but my first reaction was to
ignore it. I was pretty much a normal kid. I
had a crush on a girl in my class (whom I did
eventually take out on one date), I was starting
to think more seriously about what I might
want to do when I grew up (probably be a
teacher or a journalist), and spent most of my
time riding my bike around my neighborhood
or playing video games. I didn’t want to
think about it too hard, and, if I was being
honest with myself, the thought scared me a little.
At that time, confirmations were still
being done in 8th grade, and my CCD teachers
that year were Mr. and Mrs. Hernandez.
Several times that year they took us to the
adoration chapel at St. Clement (my home
parish), to get us used to it and teach us how
to pray in silence. This turned out to be huge,
because later that year I started to go to the
chapel once a week, where I would pray the
Rosary and read the Bible, and ask God to

help me figure out if He was really calling me
to be a priest. The second big thing that
happened that year came one evening when I
got a phone call from Fr. David, the associate
pastor. He asked me to be one of the readers
for the Confirmation Prep Masses. When they
asked for volunteers I hadn’t said anything, but
I couldn’t say no to the priest directly, so I
ended up being trained as a lector and began to
read at Mass.
Now, I’d always had a love for the
Mass, but this allowed me to get closer to the
Mass and start to have a new understanding of it. It
also helped me get to know Fr. David better
and, for the first time, to form a personal
relationship with one of our priests. The
Mass is really at the heart of who a priest is.
That’s what we do. You can’t discern a call
to the priesthood unless you stay close to the
Eucharist; just like you can’t figure out if
you want to marry someone unless you get to
know them.
For about two and a half years I alternated
between ignoring this feeling, denying it, and trying
to figure it out. Thanks to my good Catholic
upbringing, mostly from my Maw Maw and
Mom, to the Hernandez’s introducing me to
adoration, and Fr. David giving me a new,
deeper appreciation for the Mass, I eventually
decided to give it a try, and I can’t imagine
myself being happier doing anything else. If
you’re trying to figure out what God is calling
you to, the best advice I can give you is to
pray, ask God for help, stay close to the
Eucharist, and talk to people you trust to give
you good advice. Remember what Christ
said, “I have come to set the Earth on fire,
and how I wish it were already blazing!”
(Luke 12:49).
Next Week: Preparing for Lent

AROUND OUR PARISH
Our Lady of Lourdes
Council 8442
Knights of Columbus & Ladies Auxiliary
Membership Drive
If you would like to become a member of either of these
wonderful organizations, please call the
office at 682-7070 and someone will return your call.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL PARISHIONERS

OLOL ROSARY GROUP

The Rosary Group will meet
Tuesday, February 6th, at 10 am.

ADORATION

Will be on Wednesday, February 7th
9 am—6:30 pm
Please consider spending one hour with
Christ.

OLOL’S LENTEN FISH FRY!
Please support OLOL’s Lenten Fish Fry which will
be held on the following Fridays
from
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.:

The regular use of your Sunday envelopes is very important!
Whenever we do not have a record of contributions and
attendance or when they have ceased, we have NO way
of knowing whether someone is still worshiping with our
community. Unless we know someone is a practicing Catholic,
delays and hard feelings can result when people want
to be married, when they want their child to be baptized,
when they want to be a Godparent or a Confirmation sponsor,
when they want to enroll their child in Religious Education
or Sacramental preparation programs, when you want
us to provide you with a record of your contributions for tax
purposes, and when you want to obtain a favorable “support
tuition rate” at ANY Catholic school (support rate is given
ONLY to parishioners who contribute their time, talent
& treasure throughout the year at OLOL’s Church). It is
simple to establish and maintain a record of attendance
at Mass and parish support, but filling out a registration
form alone does NOT accomplish this. USING YOUR
NUMBERED ENVELOPES ON SUNDAY does this (or
including your parishioner number on whatever envelope
you use). Please stop by the office during office hours
so we can get you ready for Sunday worship. If you are
registered and are NOT receiving your pre-printed envelopes,
please contact us at the Parish Office. If you are registered
but have not used your envelopes within the past two
years, your information will be inactivated, and you
will no longer received pre-printed envelopes. Thank
you!

February 16th & 23rd,
March 2nd, 9th & 16th

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
The Archdiocesan Golden Anniversary
celebration will take place on Sunday, June 10,
2018, at 3:00 PM in St. Philip Neri Church in
Metairie. PLEASE NOTE: This celebration
will not be a Mass, but a Prayer Service. Attendance of
Mass for Sunday obligation will have to be met within
one’s respective parish. To register, the married couple
is asked to contact their parish office before March 3,
2018.

WE RETURN TO GOD
FROM WHAT HE HAS GIVEN US
We gratefully acknowledge all that God has given to us.
In gratitude, we have returned to Him:
January 20th & 21st:
Attendance:
Offertory:
Online Giving:
Budget:
Poor Box:

352
$2546.00
$ 210.00
$4660.00
$1904.00
$88.00

Thank you for your generosity and spirit of caring!
The collection totals for Jan. 27-28 were unavailable at time
of print and will be published at a future date.
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AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS
VOCATION WEEKEND FOR
HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE AGE MEN
Come and See Vocation Discernment Weekend for high
school juniors and seniors, and college-age men will be
held March 23-25, 2018, at St. Joseph Seminary College,
Covington, Louisiana. This is an opportunity for men who
are interested in the priesthood and who would like to
find out more about seminary life. There is no cost for the
weekend, but availability is limited on a first come, first
served basis. For more information or to register, call the
Archdiocesan Vocation Office at 504-861-6298 or e-mail
vocations@archdiocese-no.org.
TRICENTENNIAL INTERFAITH
PRAYER SERVICE
All are welcome to join with New Orleans’ interfaith
community to celebrate the city’s Tricentennial with the
Tricetennial Interfaith Prayer Service on Tuesday, April 17,
2018, at 7:00 PM at St. Louis Cathedral. Archbishop
Aymond will lead a gathering of clergy and religious
leadership from the Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, and
Muslim communities with cultural representation from
Louisiana’s indigenous peoples for a service to give
thanks to God for 300 years of history and pray with hope
for the future of New Orleans. For more information or to
find out more about how to participate, call Fr. Emilie
“Buddy” Noel, archdiocesan Ecumenical and Interfaith
Officer at (504) 341-9522 or email frbuddy@olps.nocoxmail.com.
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
Catholic social teaching calls us to live like Jesus and
work for justice and peace.
Principles of Catholic Social Teaching
1. Life and Dignity of the Human Person
2. Call to Family, Community and Participation
3. Rights and Responsibilities of the Human Person
4. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
5. Dignity of Work and Rights of Workers
6. Solidarity of the Human Family
7. Care for God's Creation

PRAYER: REAL SOUL FOOD
Join Archdiocesan Spirituality Center Assistant Director,
Sr. Gloria Murillo, STJ for a talk and discussion on prayer
as interpersonal relationship with God, the part desire
plays in our efforts at personal prayer and our images of
God and self. Thursday, February 15, 2018, 7:00-9:00
p.m. at the Archdiocesan Spirituality Center 2501 Maine
Avenue, Metairie. Register on the web http://asc.archno.org, email archspirctr@arch-no.org or telephone (504)
861-3254. Cost $25.00 (adjustments can be made)

