Second Sunday of Lent

March 17, 2019

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
2621 Colonial Blvd, Violet, LA 70092

Contact Information
Rev. Bryan Howard, Pastor
bhoward@arch-no.org
(504) 400-9217—for Sacramental

Emergencies Only

Rev. Charles Caluda, Ret. Priest
Craig Taffaro, Jr. -- Deacon
Georganna Alphonso -- Secretary
Terri Dunn -- Receptionist
Email: oll@arch-no.org
Website: olol-church.com
Office Phone: 504-682-7070
Fax: 504-605-2064
Debbie Taffaro—PCL
(504) 339-9188
dtaffaro@arch-no.org
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs.: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
MASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY:
SATURDAY:
WEEKDAYS:

9:00 am & 11:00 am
4:00 pm (Vigil)
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. : 8:00 am

Tues.: 6:00 pm

SACRAMENTS
CONFESSION:
1/2 hr. before each weekend mass &
1/2 hr. before Tuesday evening mass
BAPTISM: Please call the office to schedule a baptism.
MARRIAGE: Contact Fr. Bryan at least six
months prior to the desired date.
Confirmation of the wedding date must be made by
the priest officiating the ceremony.
FUNERAL: Please contact Fr. Bryan before
going to the funeral home to make arrangements.
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK:
Available upon request.
MINISTRY TO THE SICK OR
HOMEBOUND: If you cannot attend mass and
receive Communion, please contact the parish
office.
LITURGY OF THE HOURS:
Immediately following 8:00 am daily mass.
PRAY THE ROSARY: First Tuesday of every
month at 10:00 am.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: First
Wednesday of each month, following 8 am Mass
until 7 pm.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion:
Thursday after 8:00 am mass
Parish Holy Hour With Exposition Of
The Blessed Sacrament:
Every Friday at 7:00am leading to 8:00 am
mass.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, members of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, are
committed to establish a safe haven for believers in our community.
Having Christ as the center of our worship and being impelled by
his teachings:
• We continually grow in ministries that address the needs and
concerns of our community.
• We strive to be a vibrant “Christ-Centered” spiritual family
and experience His love and presence in the celebration of the
Eucharist.

Earth hath no sorrow that Heaven cannot heal.—St. Thomas More
TODAY'S READINGS
First Reading — The LORD made a covenant with
Abram (Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18)
Psalm — The Lord is my light and my salvation
(Psalm 27).
Second Reading — Our citizenship is in heaven
(Philippians 3:17 — 4:1 [3:20 — 4:1]).
Gospel — Atop a mountain, Jesus was transfigured
before Peter, James, and John (Luke 9:28b-36).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from
Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights
reserved.

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS
Saturday, March 16
4:00 PM Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic Church
Sunday, March 17:
9:00 AM Carolyn LeBlanc; Health of Lorrie Kawie;
Ursula Repath; Leo Ivy Turnbull, Jr.;
Tina Marie Perez Ireland; Sal Duhe;
Larry Arcement; Alvin Hebert; Mark
Buras; Joliessaint “Ted” Pourciau;
Wilmot Shows
11:00 AM Veronica Serigne; George “Ching” Lopez;
Rene Pecar; Louis Burns; Felix Ruiz; Mark
Buras; J. E. “Ted” Pourciau; Alvin Hebert;
Wilmot Shows; Judy Maloz
Monday, March 18:
Tuesday , March 19:
Wednesday, March 20:
Thursday, March 21:
Friday, March 22:

Fr. Bryan’s Intentions
Louis Burns
All Souls
Floyd Landry, Sr.
All Souls

Have a Mass offered for your loved ones! We offer multiple Mass
intentions on Saturday and Sunday Masses. The Weekday Masses are
for single intentions only. Contact the office @ 504-682-7070 for more
information .

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a
or Lk 2:41-51a
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28
Thursday:
Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31
Friday:
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21;
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday:
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Sunday:
Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; Ps 103:1-4, 6-8, 11;
1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; Lk 13:1-9
Alternate readings (Year A): Ex 17:3-7;
Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42
[5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42]
Monday:
Tuesday:

STAND FIRM IN THE LORD
It is not hard to imagine, in this age of wars, evil groups
bent on the destruction of humanity, and political follies,
that the words of Saint Paul were so accurate, even for his
time. It seems that the world never changes. Paul says,
“Many . . . conduct themselves as enemies of the cross of
Christ. Their end is their destruction . . . Their minds are
occupied with earthly things” (Philippians 3:18, 19). The
result is the destruction of innocent people and of the
Earth itself. But Paul says to the Philippians, “our
citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ” (3:20). He will “change our lowly
body to conform with his glorified body” (3:21). Note that
he says “body” rather than “bodies.” He is talking about
the whole community of believers, who, following the
example of Jesus and of Paul, will come into the glory of
God. So “stand firm in the Lord” (4:1).
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

If you would like to purchase Memorial
Flowers in memory or in honor of a loved
one, please contact the office.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:

Second Sunday of Lent;
St. Patrick’s Day
Monday:
St. Cyril of Jerusalem
Tuesday:
St. Joseph
Wednesday: Spring begins; Purim (Jewish observance)
begins at sundown
Friday:
Abstinence
Saturday:
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo

THE SANCTUARY LAMP BURNS THIS WEEK IN MEMORY OF:
REVEREND J. P. GRENHAM
THE MARIAN CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
WALTER “NAYKO” ALFONSO
THE ST. JOSEPH CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
CHARLOTTE MORALES

Without the burden of afflictions, it is impossible to reach the height of grace. The gift of grace increases as
the struggle increases.—St. Rose of Lima

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Art Nelson, Jr.; Wilton Richard, Jr.; Donna B. Richard; Orilea
Lear; Bernardine Reimonenq; Rosalyn Thomas; Cornelius
Dennis, Jr. ; Isabella Bazile; Buddy Landry; Rusty Hall; Allen
Nunez; Fr. Stanley Klores; Gerald Stephany; Peggy Schifano; Rose
Brown; Traci Bouterie; Katie Caluda Santos: Janice Doran; Eileen
Monson; Mary Jane Casey

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN NEED
Joy Dennis; Faye Hammer; Bob Maloz; Josie Landry; The
Landry Family; Catherine Landry; Elijah David Landry
The prayer list will run for two weeks only. If you would like to add
your beloved to the list or keep them on past the two weeks, please
call the rectory or drop the intention in the collection basket.

Father of goodness and love, hear
our prayers for the sick members of our
community and for all who are in need. Amid
mental and physical suffering may they find
consolation in your healing presence. Show
your mercy as you close wounds, cure illness,
make broken bodies whole and free
downcast spirits. May these special people find lasting
health and deliverance, and so join us in thanking you
for all your gifts. We ask this through
he Lord Jesus who healed those who believed. Amen.

OUR FAMILY PRAYER
Loving & faithful God, through the years
the people of our archdiocese have
appreciated the prayers and love of Our
Lady of Prompt Succor in times of war,
disaster, epidemic and illness. We come
to you, Father, with Mary our Mother, and
ask you to help us in the battle of today
against violence, murder, and racism.
We implore you to give us your wisdom
that we may build a community founded on the values of
Jesus, which gives respect to the life and dignity of all
people.
Bless parents that they may form their children in faith.
Bless and protect our youth that they may be
peacemakers of our time. Give consolation to those
who have lost loved ones through violence.
Hear our prayer and give us the perseverance to be a
voice for life and human dignity in our community.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.
Mother Henriette Delille, pray for us that we may be a
holy family. Amen.

Bulletin Deadline: 3:00 pm, every Thursday (1 wk. Before scheduled bulletin date)

Fr. Bryan Howard
March 17, 2019
THE PURPOSE OF HOLY WATER

Holy Water is a sacramental, not a
sacrament. Sacraments, like baptism, work in and
of themselves because of the power that God has
given them. Sacramentals require the faith of the
person using them to have an effect. If we just
bless ourselves with holy water without really
thinking about it, but just because that’s what we
always do, then it’s not having much of an effect.
So, every time you enter a Church and bless
yourself with the holy water, ask God to stir up
the graces of baptism in your soul, to forgive your
sins, and to fill you with His life-giving grace.

Why do we use water to bless ourselves
when we enter Church and to sprinkle in our
homes, cars, places of business, etc.? We know
that we need to use water for baptisms, but how
did the Church start using separate, blessed holy
water for these other things? After all, in the
earliest times of the Church baptisms took place
in rivers, streams, and lakes, so they didn’t have
baptismal fonts full of holy water in their
churches. In fact, since Christianity was illegal,
they didn’t even have churches in most places.
The Church probably used holy water
from the earliest days since water was used in
Jewish homes for purification, and the earliest
Christians were mostly Jews. However, the
earliest recorded use of holy water is from the
fourth century. It’s a blessing of water to protect
from disease, evil spirits, and all maladies. As
soon as Christianity was legalized, churches
began keeping the water from baptisms for
people to use throughout the year. In the seventh
century, we begin to have records of churches
keeping water at the entrance of the Church for
people to bless themselves with or to take home
with them.
Today, we use holy water for basically the
same reasons. We bless ourselves, our homes, and
our religious articles with holy water to ask God
to purify them, to protect them from demonic
influence, and to bestow His grace on them. When
we bless ourselves with holy water whenever we
enter Church, we’re doing at least two things.
First, we’re reminding ourselves of our baptism,
through which we first entered the Church and
became children of God. Second, we’re asking
God to purify us of sin and fill us with His grace.
We recognize that we’re entering a holy place and
ask God to make us worthy to enter his house.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
By now, many may have failed in Lenten
discipline to some measure or another: the daily
doughnut is simply too alluring, or a furtive puff on a
cigarette irresistible. There is meaning even in the failure,
though, a kind of reminder that we cannot save ourselves.
Part of the power of Lent is that we do it together, and
although individuals decide on different ways to keep it,
it is fundamentally the same journey. We fall, we get up,
we keep moving. The desire to “give something up” for
Lent is an age‑old impulse in the Christian heart. We get
better at it over the years, and move more deeply into the
meaning and message of acts of sacrifice; so there is no
shame in stumbling, as long as we are not discouraged by
the failure and give up. We are clearing space in our
lives, after all, and some of the things we desire to give
up are worth rooting out completely anyway.
What do we do with the space we have cleared
out by our sacrifice? The Lenten question of giving up is
balanced by the Easter question of our response to
Christ’s embrace of us in love: “What are you taking on
for Easter?”
--Rev. James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

AROUND OUR PARISH
Wednesday, March 20th @ 11:00 am
Meatballs & Spaghetti will be served,
bring your favorite dish to share.
Bunco will be played!

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday during Lent we have the
Stations of the Cross after 8:00a.m.
mass and at 6:00p.m.

Religion Education Class Schedule
Sunday March 10, 10:00a.m. - noon 6th - 11th grades
6:00p.m. - 8:00p.m. Confirmation Prep
Tuesday March 12, 6:00p.m. - 7:30p.m. 1st - 5th grades
Sunday March 17, 10:00a.m. - noon 6th - 11th grades

FOOD FOR SENIORS 60+
Through Catholic Charities’ monthly
commodity program. Our Lady of Lourdes
Church have distributions on the 4th Friday
of each month, the next distribution is:
Friday, February 22, 2019
8:00am – 10:00am.
**Each recipient must meet federal income guidelines. Proof of
income and state residency is required.
To find out if you qualify, call (504) 245-7207

Schedule Changes
Religion Class and the final Parent Session scheduled
for April 2 are cancelled.
Our parish Lenten Mission will be April 1 - April 3.
I am very excited to tell you about our final Parent
Session, which will be Tuesday, March 12, at 6:00 pm.
During our regularly scheduled Mass,
Fr. Bryan will pause periodically to offer an
explanation. Even those who are cradle Catholics can
benefit from this Teaching Mass. This is a great
opportunity to learn more about what the catechism
refers to as the source and summit of the Christian life.
I am expecting many parents to be present at this
“Teaching Mass” as this is our last parent session.
Please have your child sit with you in church. Children
may leave with you after Mass.

OLOL’S OYSTER FESTIVAL COMMITTEE IS
REQUESTING THE FOLLOWING
DONATIONS IN March:
Heavy Duty Paper Plates; Styrofoam Plates &
12oz Styrofoam Bowls
Please leave donations in back of the church.

WE RETURN TO GOD FROM WHAT HE HAS GIVEN US
We gratefully acknowledge all that God has given to us.
In gratitude, we have returned to Him:

March 2nd & 3rd:
Attendance:
Offertory:
Online Giving:
Budget:

Please consider remembering
Our Lady of Lourdes Church
when planning your will.

$ 3570.96
$ 435.00
$3500.00
$ 505.96

Poor Box: $64.55

March 9th & 10th
$2808.00
$ 200.00
$3500.00
$ 492.00
$232.10

Thank you for your generosity and spirit of caring!

Bulletin Deadline: 3:00 pm, every Thursday (1 wk. Before scheduled bulletin date)

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Confessions will be available in all parishes
from 5:00 PM-6:30 PM
Wednesdays, March 27th
Wednesdays, April 3rd
Wednesdays, April 10th

