Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
2621 Colonial Blvd, Violet, LA 70092
Telephone: 504-682-7070; Fax: 504-605-2964
The Fourth Sunday of Lent

March 22, 2020

Contact Information

Rev. Bryan Howard, Pastor
bhoward@arch-no.org
(504) 400-9217—for Sacramental

Emergencies Only
Rev. Charles Caluda, Ret. Priest
Craig Taffaro, Jr. -- Deacon
Georganna Alphonso -- Secretary
Terri Dunn -- Receptionist
Email: oll@arch-no.org
Website: olol-church.com
Debbie Taffaro—PCL
(504) 339-9188
dtaffaro@arch-no.org
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs.: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

MASS SCHEDULE
SUNDAY:
9:00 am & 11:00 am
SATURDAY:
4:00 pm (Vigil)
WEEKDAYS: Mon., Wed., Thurs.,
Fri. : 8:00 am
Tues.: 6:00 pm
First Saturday: 8:00 am

SACRAMENTS
CONFESSION:
MINISTRY TO THE SICK OR HOMEBOUND:
1/2 hr. before each weekend mass &
If you cannot attend Mass and receive Communion, please
1/2 hr. before Tuesday evening mass
contact the parish office.
BAPTISM: Please call the office to schedule a baptism.
LITURGY OF THE HOURS: Daily following 8:00 am Mass.
MARRIAGE: Contact Fr. Bryan at least six months prior
PRAY THE ROSARY: First Tuesday of every month at 10:00 am
to the desired date. Confirmation of the wedding date must
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: First Wednesday of each
be made by the priest officiating the ceremony.
month, following 8:00 am Mass until 7:00 pm.
FUNERAL: Please contact Fr. Bryan before going to the
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTION:
funeral home to make arrangements.
Thursday after 8:00 am Mass.
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK:
PARISH HOLY HOUR WITH EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED
Available upon request.
SACRAMENT: Every Friday at 7:00 am leading to 8:00 am Mass.

Miracles are not contrary to nature, but only contrary to what we know about nature.—St. Augustine
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — As the prophet Samuel anointed David with
oil, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David
(1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a).
Psalm — The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want
(Psalm 23).
Second Reading — You who were once darkness are now light
in the Lord (Ephesians 5:8-14).
Gospel — The man who had been blind from birth proclaimed:
The one called Jesus made clay with his saliva,
anointed my eyes with it, and told me to wash
(John 9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from
Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights
reserved.

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS

Saturday, March 21:
4:00 PM Shirley Kearney; Prosperity of Joseph
Kearney; Frank Acosta; Special Intention;
Anthony Mustacchia; Arthur L. Lafrance, Sr.;
Lorraine Lafrance; Wilva Gross; Marie
Louise Williams; Edward & Beulah
Williams, Sr.; Edward & Lorraine Williams, Jr.;
Clinton & Ernie Williams; Charles & Evie
Dubret;Corey Acosta; Rodney Weiskopf;
Yvonne Chatelain; Philip & Elizabeth
Macaluso; Camilla Macaluso; Philip
Macaluso, Jr.; Mary & Bill Heins; Diane
Zuppardo
Sunday, March 22:
9:00 AM Geraldine Davillier; Orilea Lear; Lucille
Nunez; Carolyn LeBlanc; Faye Hammer;
Corey Acosta; Herman & Ursula Repath;
Leo Ivy Turnbull, Jr.; Tina Marie Perez
Ireland; Rodney Weiskopf; Yvonne
Chatelain; Rosalyn Thomas
11:00 AM Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic Church
Monday, March 23:
Fr. Bryan’s Intentions
Tuesday, March 24:
Valentino Molero
Wednesday, March 25: Rose Avegno
Thursday, March 26:
Msgr. Frank Lipps
Friday, March 27:
Floyd Landry, Sr. &
Floyd Landry, Jr.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Monday:
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo
Tuesday:
World Day for Truth Concerning Human
Rights Violations
Wednesday:
The Annunciation of the Lord
Friday:
Abstinence

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday:
Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10;
Lk 1:26-38
Thursday:
Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47
Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23;
Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday:
Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53
Sunday:
Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11;
Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45]
LIGHT
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ
will give you light” (Ephesians 5:14). We are at the midpoint of
our Lenten journey of conversion. As always, God never gives up
on us, especially those who have “fallen asleep” along the road to
conversion. The most powerful stories of conversion are
proclaimed during these final weeks of Lent. They have the power
to shake us out of our sleep. Today’s Gospel story of the healing of
the man born blind exposes the real blindness in the time of
Christ—the blindness of the self-righteous religious leaders. In a
few weeks, at the Easter Vigil, the Church will proclaim “Christ
our Light” as the paschal candle is carried into darkened
churches throughout the world. May the darkness of sin that still
pervades our lives, communities, and world, be dispelled by the
Christ who comes to bring sight to the blind and light to the
world.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

If you would like to purchase Memorial
Flowers in memory or in honor of a loved
one, please contact the office.

If you would like to have the Sanctuary lamp,
Marian candle or St. Joseph Candle burn in honor
of a loved one; or for a Special Intention, please
contact the office.

THE SANCTUARY LAMP BURNS THIS WEEK IN MEMORY OF:
THOSE AFFECTED BY THE CORONAVIRUS
THE MARIAN CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
ROSE AVEGNO
THE ST. JOSEPH CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS

We take for granted the slow miracle whereby water in the irrigation of a vineyard becomes wine. It is only
when Christ turns water into wine, in a quick motion, as it were, that we stand amazed.—St. Augustine

PRAYER TO THE DIVINE PHYSICIAN
Dear Lord Jesus, you went about healing all
those who were sick and tormented by
unclean spirits. You cleansed the lepers,
opened the eyes of the blind and by speaking a

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Allen Nunez; Fr. Stanley Klores; Traci Bouterie; Katie Caluda Santos:
Janice Doran; Eileen Monson; Sandra Pelitier; Ferdinand Espadron;
Brielle Silcio; Kathleen Kolar; Joseph Kearney; Ryan Guerra; Wilton
Richard, Jr.; Donna B. Richard; James Ireland; Bernadine
Reimonenq; Rosemary Navarr0; Anthony Wool; Cheryl Peters;
Cornelius Dennis, Jr.; Hillary Nunez; Sheri Fernandez; Alfred
Schneider, Sr.; Carol Licciardi; Lanny Villanueva; Tony; Rosalyn
Thomas; Michelle Jeanfreau; Glen May; Van Robin, Sr.; Edith
Gardner; Lenny Bazile; Jack Serigne; Jordan Serigne; Bobby
Stolf; Petrina Ruiz Imbraguglio; Sal Genovose; Michael Pizzuto;
Alfred Pizzuto; Janice Doran; Timmy Alphonso; Pat Fanning;
Melvin Pizani

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN NEED

Joy Dennis; Georganna Alphonso; Josie Landry; The Landry
Family; Peggy Schifano; Catherine Landry; Elijah David Landry;
Rende Family; Pat Hitchcock; April Tucker; Natalia Baca; Art
Nelson; Vincent Gainnobile; Brother; Roy Hammer; Pizzuto
Family; Karen Perez

simple command, you empowered the crippled
to rise up and walk. You sent forth your lifegiving power to all those in need, including
those you raised from the dead. O Divine
Physician, I come to you now in great need of
your intervention.
I surrender my life and health into your loving
hands. I ask you to send forth your healing
power into my heart, mind, body, soul and
spirit. Remove from me every lie of the enemy
and destroy all the word curses that have
been spoken against my health. If I have
accepted medical beliefs that I should not

Our Lady of Lourdes …pray for us!
Prayer for the Sick
O God, your Son accepted our sufferings
to teach us the virtue of patience in
human illness. Hear the prayers we offer
for our sick brothers and sisters. May all
who suffer pain, illness or disease realize
that they are chosen to be saints, and
know that they are joined to Christ in his
suffering for the salvation of the world,
who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen

have, I ask for your forgiveness and denounce
those beliefs right now.
I break every agreement that I have made
with my sickness and disease. I denounce
every symptom of my illness, and I ask to be
set free by the power of your truth. Please
send forth your Holy Spirit to renew my mind
and cleanse my thoughts. I refuse to bow
down and serve the symptoms of my illness

OUR FAMILY PRAYER
Loving & faithful God, through the years the
people of our archdiocese have appreciated the
prayers and love of Our Lady of Prompt Succor in
times of war, disaster, epidemic and illness. We
come to you, Father, with Mary our Mother, and ask
you to help us in the battle of today against
violence, murder, and racism.
We implore you to give us your wisdom that we
may build a community founded on the values of Jesus, which
gives respect to the life and dignity of all people.
Bless parents that they may form their children in faith. Bless
and protect our youth that they may be peacemakers of our
time. Give consolation to those who have lost loved ones
through violence.
Hear our prayer and give us the perseverance to be a voice for
life and human dignity in our community.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.
Mother Henriette Delille, pray for us that we may be a holy
family. Amen.

any longer. Please draw my attention away
from myself, and help me focus on your
enduring love.
O Divine Physician, you are the source and
strength of my recovery. Show me how to
proceed with your plan for my restoration. I
surrender my healthcare into your loving

hands. Please help me to discern every
aspect of my treatment, medications and
recovery process, so that my every
thought and action conforms to your good
and perfect will for my life. Amen.
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Fr. Bryan Howard
March 22, 2020
CORONAVIRUS
With the spread of the coronavirus into
Louisiana, people are beginning to prepare for
the possibility of becoming sick. As of when I’m
writing this, there are 33 confirmed cases in
Louisiana, including 23 in Orleans Parish, 3 in
Jefferson, and 1 in St. Bernard. Last week, when I
went to get a refill for the hand sanitizer at the
entrance of Church, I found out that the
Walmart, Dollar General, and Walgreens in
Meraux were all sold out. People, like my dad, are
stocking up on water, non-perishable food, and
medicines, in case they have to quarantine
themselves.
I would recommend that anyone who
becomes sick should stay at home, even if you
don’t think it’s the coronavirus, because that
could make you more susceptible. What about
Mass? If you’re sick, then you’re already excused
from your obligation to attend Mass on Sundays
and Holy Days of Obligation. For those who do
still come to Mass, we not only have the hand
sanitizer at the entrance, we’ve also stopped
distributing the Precious Blood until further
notice. However, whenever we receive either
species of the Blessed Sacrament, Body or Blood,
we receive the entire Christ, body and blood, soul
and divinity. Receiving both species is a more
complete symbol, but we aren’t receiving less of
Jesus or less graces if we only receive the Body of
Christ.
Some people have also asked if I think this
is a punishment for our sins. God doesn’t punish
us in that way; He doesn’t send plagues or
natural disasters in punishment for our sins.
Suffering came into the world as a result of
Original Sin and is a sign of the disorder caused
by sin, and we look forward to a time when all of
creation will be restored in Christ. However,
Jesus taught us that any particular suffering or
tribulation can’t be attributed to our sins. In the

Gospel of Luke we read, “At that time
some people who were present there told him
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had
mingled with the blood of their sacrifices. He said
to them in reply, ‘Do you think that because these
Galileans suffered in this way they were greater
sinners than all other Galileans? By no means!
But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all
perish as they did!’” (Lk. 13:1-3) Jesus calls on us
to repent of our sins, not because we’ll suffer in
this life because of them, but so we can enter into
eternal life.
I would like to encourage everyone to
reach out in compassion. First, pray for medical
personnel, especially those working directly with
coronavirus patient. Even if they take precautions
they’re still risking contracting it to take care of
their patients, and that’s a heroic thing. Take
precautions by keeping a certain distance, but
also reach out to family and neighbors who are
homebound or don’t have anyone else to reach
out to for help. We can help by offering to pick up
medicines or make grocery runs for them. Call
the Church if there’s any specific needs that we
can help with. Most importantly, pray daily
through the intercession of Our Lady of Prompt
Succor that we may have the immediate help of
God through healing for the sick and protection
against illness for everyone.

AROUND OUR PARISH
Join us for our weekly Lenten
Seafood Dinner this Friday from
5:00 PM to 8:00 PM.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, members of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church,
are committed to establish a safe haven for believers in
our community.
Having Christ as the center of our worship and being
impelled by his teachings:
• We continually grow in ministries that address the
needs and concerns of our community.
• We strive to be a vibrant “Christ-Centered”
spiritual family and experience His love and presence in the
celebration of the Eucharist.

Easter Flowers
If you would like to make a donation
for Easter Flowers; envelopes are
available in the gathering area. Include
the names of those you would like
remembered at the masses.

POSTPONED!
The Knights of Columbus crawfish

Lenten Fridays after
8:00 a.m. mass and at
6:00 p.m.

cook-off is rescheduled for May 16, 2020.

Congratulations
Confirmation Class 2020

BAPTIZED IN FEBRUARY
Nicolas Anthony Walsh

FOOD FOR SENIORS 60+
Through Catholic Charities’ monthly commodity program.
Our Lady of Lourdes Church have distributions on the 4th
Friday of each month, the next distribution is:
Friday, March 27, 2020
8:00am – 10:00 am.
**Each recipient must meet federal income guidelines. Proof of income
and state residency is required.
To find out if you qualify, call (504) 245-7207

Religion Education Class Schedule
ALL CLASSES ARE CANCELLED THROUGH
APRIL 13, 2020
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Family of Faith
ALL CLASSES ARE CANCELLED THROUGH
APRIL 13, 2020

WE RETURN TO GOD FROM WHAT HE HAS GIVEN US
We gratefully acknowledge all that God has given to us.
In gratitude, we have returned to Him:

March 14th & 15th
Attendance:
Offertory:
Online Giving:
Budget:

$
$
$3500.00
$

The collection totals
were unavailable at
time of print and will
be published at a
future date.

Poor Box: $

Bulletin Deadline: 3:00 p.m., every Wednesday (1 wk. Before scheduled bulletin date)

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE
CONFESSIONS
Reconciliation will be available at
all churches in the Archdiocese
from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday March 25th & April
1st. Fr. Bryan will be offering the
sacrament here at Our Lady of
Lourdes.

