Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
2621 Colonial Blvd, Violet, LA 70092
Telephone: 504-682-7070; Fax: 504-605-2964
The Fifth Sunday of Lent

March 29, 2020

Contact Information

Rev. Bryan Howard, Pastor
bhoward@arch-no.org
(504) 400-9217—for Sacramental

Emergencies Only
Rev. Charles Caluda, Ret. Priest
Craig Taffaro, Jr. -- Deacon
Georganna Alphonso -- Secretary
Terri Dunn -- Receptionist
Email: oll@arch-no.org
Website: olol-church.com
Debbie Taffaro—PCL
(504) 339-9188
dtaffaro@arch-no.org
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs.: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

MASS SCHEDULE
SUNDAY:
9:00 am & 11:00 am
SATURDAY:
4:00 pm (Vigil)
WEEKDAYS: Mon., Wed., Thurs.,
Fri. : 8:00 am
Tues.: 6:00 pm
First Saturday: 8:00 am

SACRAMENTS
CONFESSION:
MINISTRY TO THE SICK OR HOMEBOUND:
1/2 hr. before each weekend mass &
If you cannot attend Mass and receive Communion, please
1/2 hr. before Tuesday evening mass
contact the parish office.
BAPTISM: Please call the office to schedule a baptism.
LITURGY OF THE HOURS: Daily following 8:00 am Mass.
MARRIAGE: Contact Fr. Bryan at least six months prior
PRAY THE ROSARY: First Tuesday of every month at 10:00 am
to the desired date. Confirmation of the wedding date must
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: First Wednesday of each
be made by the priest officiating the ceremony.
month, following 8:00 am Mass until 7:00 pm.
FUNERAL: Please contact Fr. Bryan before going to the
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTION:
funeral home to make arrangements.
Thursday after 8:00 am Mass.
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK:
PARISH HOLY HOUR WITH EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED
Available upon request.
SACRAMENT: Every Friday at 7:00 am leading to 8:00 am Mass.

We can’t have full knowledge all at once. We must start by believing; then afterwards, we may be led on to
master the evidence for ourselves.—St. Thomas Aquinas
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Thus says the Lord GOD: I will open your
graves, have you rise from them, and settle you on your
land. Then you shall know I am the LORD, O my people!
(Ezekiel 37:12-14).
Psalm — With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of
redemption (Psalm 130).
Second Reading — If Christ is in you, the spirit is alive even if
the body is dead because of sin (Romans 8:8-11).
Gospel — Lazarus, dead for four days, came out of his tomb
when Jesus called his name (John 11:1-45 [3-7, 17,
20-27, 33b-45]).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from
Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights
reserved.

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS

Saturday, March 28:
4:00 PM Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic Church
Sunday, March 29:
9:00 AM Orilea Lear; Lucille Nunez; Carolyn LeBlanc;
Faye Hammer; Corey Acosta; Herman &
Ursula Repath; Leo Ivy Turnbull, Jr.; Tina
Marie Perez Ireland; Rodney Weiskopf;
Yvonne Chatelain
11:00 AM J. E. “Ted” Pourciau; George “Ching” Lopez;
Blake Lopez; Rene’ Pecar; Louis & Nicolina
Burns; Corey Acosta; Faye Hammer; Rodney
Weiskopf; Yvonne Chatelain; Ricky Adams
Monday, March 30:
Fr. Bryan’s Intentions
Tuesday, March 31:
All Souls
Wednesday, April 1:
All Souls
Thursday, April 2:
All Souls
Friday, April 3:
All Souls
Saturday April 4
Floyd Landry, Jr.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Wednesday:
April Fool’s Day
Thursday:
St. Francis of Paola
Friday:
First Friday; Abstinence;
Pope’s Requested day of Fasting
Saturday:
St. Isidore; First Saturday

First Saturday Mass
April 3, 2020
8:00 a.m.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-62];
Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:1-11
Tuesday:
Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30
Wednesday:
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56;
Jn 8:31-42
Thursday:
Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59
Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42
Saturday:
Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13; Jn 11:45-56
Sunday:
Mt 21:1-11 (procession);
Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;
Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14 — 27:66 [27:11-54]
Monday:

GIVE GLORY TO GOD
On the Fifth Sunday of Lent, just before we begin
to enter Holy Week, we are summoned to Bethany. If we
had been friends of Mary, Lazarus, and Martha, and found
out that Lazarus was gravely ill, we probably would have
dropped everything to be with them. This was what was so
surprising about the behavior of Jesus. Although he was
their close friend, he chose to stay away, that God’s glory
would be manifested. This is a persistent theme in John’s
Gospel. Right to the very end, Jesus’ works were meant to
give glory to the Father. As our Lenten journey reaches a
crescendo, let us be mindful that, as people who have “put
on Christ” in baptism, we are also called, by our attitudes
and actions, to give glory to God.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

If you would like to have the Sanctuary lamp,
Marian candle or St. Joseph Candle burn in honor of
a loved one; or for a Special Intention, please
contact the office.

THE SANCTUARY LAMP BURNS THIS WEEK IN MEMORY OF:
THOSE WHO LOST THEIR LIVES TO THE CORONVIRUS
THE MARIAN CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
ALL HEALTHCARE WORKERS
THE ST. JOSEPH CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
GEORGE “CHING” LOPEZ

Confession heals, confession justifies, confession grants pardon of sin, all hope consists in confession; in
confession there is a chance for mercy.—St. Isidore of Seville

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Allen Nunez; Fr. Stanley Klores; Traci Bouterie; Katie Caluda Santos:
Janice Doran; Eileen Monson; Sandra Pelitier; Ferdinand Espadron;
Brielle Silcio; Kathleen Kolar; Joseph Kearney; Ryan Guerra; Wilton
Richard, Jr.; Donna B. Richard; James Ireland; Bernadine
Reimonenq; Rosemary Navarr0; Anthony Wool; Cheryl Peters;
Cornelius Dennis, Jr.; Hillary Nunez; Sheri Fernandez; Alfred
Schneider, Sr.; Carol Licciardi; Lanny Villanueva; Tony; Michelle
Jeanfreau; Glen May; Van Robin, Sr.; Edith Gardner; Lenny
Bazile; Jack Serigne; Jordan Serigne; Bobby Stolf; Petrina Ruiz
Imbraguglio; Sal Genovose; Michael Pizzuto; Alfred Pizzuto;
Janice Doran; Timmy Alphonso; Pat Fanning; Melvin Pizani

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN NEED

Joy Dennis; Georganna Alphonso; Josie Landry; The Landry
Family; Peggy Schifano; Catherine Landry; Elijah David Landry;
Rende Family; Pat Hitchcock; April Tucker; Natalia Baca; Art
Nelson; Vincent Gainnobile; Brother; Roy Hammer; Pizzuto
Family; Karen Perez

Our Lady of Lourdes …pray for us!
Prayer for the Sick
O God, your Son accepted our sufferings
to teach us the virtue of patience in
human illness. Hear the prayers we offer
for our sick brothers and sisters. May all
who suffer pain, illness or disease realize
that they are chosen to be saints, and
know that they are joined to Christ in his
suffering for the salvation of the world,
who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen
OUR FAMILY PRAYER
Loving & faithful God, through the years the
people of our archdiocese have appreciated the
prayers and love of Our Lady of Prompt Succor in
times of war, disaster, epidemic and illness. We
come to you, Father, with Mary our Mother, and ask
you to help us in the battle of today against
violence, murder, and racism.
We implore you to give us your wisdom that we may build a
community founded on the values of Jesus, which gives
respect to the life and dignity of all people.
Bless parents that they may form their children in faith. Bless
and protect our youth that they may be peacemakers of our
time. Give consolation to those who have lost loved ones
through violence.
Hear our prayer and give us the perseverance to be a voice for
life and human dignity in our community.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.
Mother Henriette Delille, pray for us that we may be a holy
family. Amen.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen

Bulletin Deadline: 3:00 pm, every Wednesday (1 wk. Before scheduled bulletin date)

we may fail to do everything we can to overcome
our sins and grow in virtue, because we don’t
think we have to do anything to prepare ourselves
to receive God’s grace.

Fr. Bryan Howard
March 29, 2020
THE MEANING OF HOPE
They say that some people see the world
through rose colored glasses. They always look on
the bright side of things and see the positives in
people and events, sometimes to the point of
blinding themselves to the very real dark sides of
things. There are other people that, we might say,
can’t be happy unless they have something to
complain about. They always find the negatives in
things and often can’t see the positives. Neither of
these has anything to do with hope or despair.
Hope, as Christians understand it, is the infused
virtue by which we have absolute certainly that
God will give us everything we need to reach
eternal life.
Hope is infused within us. It doesn’t come
just from ourselves; it is a gift of God. However,
it’s also a virtue that we build up over time by
living in the hope of eternal life and keeping our
eyes on heaven. It’s like making tea. If you put
the tea leaves in cold water, you’ll just get soggy
tea leaves. The water has to be heated so it can be
infused with the flavors of the tea leaves. It takes
work on our part to make ourselves ready to
accept the gift of God’s grace, but it doesn’t
matter how hot you get the water if you don’t
have tea leaves.
Hope is in the middle between two
extremes: despair and presumption. Despair is
the lack of confidence in God. It’s when we think
we can’t possibly be saved, and so we stop trying.
Despair is not depression. Depression is an
emotional disorder that saps our energy and
motivation; it isn’t a sin but a condition that we
should seek treatment for. Despair is a choice not
to seek the things of God, because we don’t
believe that salvation is possible for us.
The other extreme is presumption, which
causes us to assume that we’ll be saved regardless
of what we do. When we presume on God’s mercy

To grow in hope, I have to remind myself
that everything is within God’s providence. When
we look back from heaven, God willing, we’ll be
amazed to see how God was present and working
in every moment of our lives, and we’ll be amazed
at how often we failed to see Him, even though He
was always with us. Every day, we should put
ourselves into God’s hands, but not passively as if
we’re waiting for Him to do all of the work. Were
the saints passive? No, they were actively listening
to where the Holy Spirit was leading and looking
for opportunities to do God’s will in the world.
The virtue of hope gives us the confidence in faith
to know that God is with us and to boldly follow
after Him.

SAINT POLYCARP (died 155)
February 23
“Eighty-six years I have served Christ, and he
never did me any wrong. How can I blaspheme my
King and Savior?” Boldly answering the official who
demanded he worship pagan gods, Polycarp, today’s
“Senior Citizen Saint,” demonstrates that courage,
far from being the preserve of the young, is a virtue
cultivated through lifelong fidelity and crowned by
final perseverance. A disciple of Saint John, who is
said to have consecrated him bishop of Smyrna in
modern-day Turkey, Polycarp witnesses to the truth
that, whatever time and space may separate us,
Jesus’ gift of the Eucharist unites us. Polycarp’s final
words, preserved by the Church of Smyrna, sound
like a Eucharistic Prayer in which the saint offers
himself: “Lord, almighty God, Father of your beloved
and blessed Son Jesus Christ, through whom we
have come to the knowledge of yourself . . . may I be
received among the martyrs as a rich and pleasing
sacrifice . . . through the eternal priest of heaven,
Jesus Christ . . . through him be glory to you,
together with him and the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.”
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

AROUND OUR PARISH
MISSION STATEMENT
We, members of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church,
are committed to establish a safe haven for believers in
our community.
Having Christ as the center of our worship and being
impelled by his teachings:
• We continually grow in ministries that address the
needs and concerns of our community.
• We strive to be a vibrant “Christ-Centered”
spiritual family and experience His love and presence in the
celebration of the Eucharist.
We hope everyone is doing well. Please do your
best to distance socially. This is
a situation that can be best
defeated by using best practices.
Remember, we will have things
back to normal and great
everyday quality of life will
continue to thrive.
If any of you are at risk or under quarantine and
need assistance please call the office.
(504) 682-7070.
If you are able to and would like to help fellow
parishioners, please call the office.
For current information see our website:
www.olol-church.com and follow us on

March 16, 2020
To: Clergy, Religious and Laity
Dear Friends in Christ:
In light of the announcements from President
Trump and Governor Edwards today, effective
immediately, public Mass cannot be celebrated.
Priests may celebrate Mass privately.
Wednesday night confessions scheduled for the
upcoming three Wednesdays are canceled.
Stations of the Cross and any other gatherings for
prayer must also be canceled.
All St. Joseph Altars that have not already been
canceled or postponed must cancel as of today.
Let us pray for those who have died because of the
virus, and for the healing of those who have been
affected.
Let us turn to our loving God and implore his
protection. This is a time to lean on our faith and
to act responsibly as has been requested by our
government officials. May the healing power of
Jesus be with you and all you hold in your heart.
Be assured of my prayers daily and I will pray for
you in my private daily Mass.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.
Wishing you God's blessings, I am

MAKE YOUR WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS ONLINE!
Our Lady of Lourdes offers Online Giving—
a convenient and safe way to make a one-time or
recurring donation.

Sincerely in Christ,
Most Reverend Gregory M. Aymond,
Archbishop of New Orleans

GETTING STARTED IS EASY—
just visit our website, www.olol-church.com, and click
our Online Giving link. When you participate, your gift
will be securely transferred directly into the parish
bank account. And you won’t have to remember to
write a check or stop by the ATM on Sundays!

WE RETURN TO GOD FROM WHAT HE HAS GIVEN US
We gratefully acknowledge all that God has given to us.
In gratitude, we have returned to Him:

The collection totals were unavailable at time of
print and will be published at a future date.
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COVID-19
Adapted from the Centers for Disease Control Website

PLEASE KEEP OUR COMMUNITY, CONGREGATION, FAMILIES & RELIGIOUS LEADERS SAFE!!
1. If you are sick, PLEASE DO NOT ENTER to protect our community – consider blessings
from outside or stream our services online
2. Please keep at least 6 feet distance from others
3. Avoid close personal contact with other members or with religious leaders
4. Wash your hands!
5. To protect our each other, the elderly and those with mulƟple medical condiƟons,
please do not congregate in large groups greater than 5 persons here or at home!

Spreads
•
•
•
•

There is currently no vaccine to prevent coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).
The best way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed to this virus.
The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person.
Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet).
Through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes.
These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the lungs.

Take steps to protect yourself
Clean your hands often
•Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been
in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.
•If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover
all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry.
•Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
Avoid close contact
•
•

Avoid close contact with people who ar e sick
Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. This is
especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick.

Take steps to protect others
Stay home if you’re sick: Stay home if you ar e sick, except to get medical car e. Lear n what to do if you ar e sick
Cover coughs and sneezes: Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside
of your elbow.

•
•

Throw used tissues in the tr ash.

Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.

Clean and disinfect
•
•

Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily. This includes tables, door knobs, light
switches, countertops, handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets, and sinks.
If surfaces are dirty, clean them: Use deter gent or soap and water pr ior to disinfection.

To disinfect:
Most common EPA-registered household disinfectants will work. Use disinfectants appropriate for the
surface.
Options include:
• Diluting your household bleach. To make a bleach solution, mix:
ο 5 tablespoons (1/3rd cup) bleach per gallon of water
OR
ο 4 teaspoons bleach per quart of water
Follow manufacturer’s instructions for application and proper ventilation. Check to ensure the product is not
past its expiration date. Never mix household bleach with ammonia or any other cleanser. Unexpired
household bleach will be effective against coronaviruses when properly diluted.
• Alcohol solutions.
Ensure solution has at least 70% alcohol.
• Other common EPA-registered household disinfectants.
Products with claims are expected to be effective against COVID-19 based on data for harder to kill viruses.
Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for all cleaning and disinfection products (e.g., concentration,
application method and contact time, etc.).

