Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 22, 2018

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
2621 Colonial Blvd, Violet, LA 70092
Contact Information
Rev. Bryan Howard, Pastor
bhoward@arch-no.org
(504) 400-9217—for Sacramental

Emergencies Only

Rev. Charles Caluda, Ret. Priest
Craig Taffaro, Jr. -- Deacon
Georganna Alphonso -- Secretary
Terri Dunn -- Receptionist
Email: oll@arch-no.org
Website: olol-church.com
Office Phone: 504-682-7070
Fax: 504-605-2064
Debbie Taffaro—PCL
(504) 339-9188
dtaffaro@arch-no.org
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs.: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
MASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY:
SATURDAY:
WEEKDAYS:

9:00 am & 11:00 am
4:00 pm (Vigil)
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. : 8:00 am

Tues.: 6:00 pm

SACRAMENTS
CONFESSION:
1/2 hr. before each weekend mass.
BAPTISM: Please call the office to schedule a
baptism.
MARRIAGE: Contact Fr. Bryan at least six
months prior to the desired date.
Confirmation of the wedding date must be made
by the priest officiating the ceremony.
FUNERAL: Please contact Fr. Bryan
before going to the funeral home to make
arrangements.
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK:
Available upon request.
MINISTRY TO THE SICK OR
HOMEBOUND: If you cannot attend mass
and receive Communion, please contact
the parish office.
LITURGY OF THE HOURS:
Immediately following 8 am daily mass.
PRAY THE ROSARY: First Tuesday of every
month at 10:00 am.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: First
Wednesday of each month, following 8 am
Mass until 7 pm.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, members of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, are
committed to establish a safe haven for believers in our community.
Having Christ as the center of our worship and being impelled by
his teachings:
• We continually grow in ministries that address the needs and
concerns of our community.
• We strive to be a vibrant “Christ-Centered” spiritual family
and experience His love and presence in the celebration of the
Eucharist.

Settle yourself in solitude, and you will come upon God in yourself. --St. Teresa
TODAY'S READINGS
First Reading -- I shall gather the remnant of my flock and
bring them back to their meadow (Jeremiah 23:1-6).
Psalm -- The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want
(Psalm 23).
Second Reading -- In Christ Jesus you who were once far off
have become near by the blood of Christ (Ephesians 2:13-18).
Gospel -- When Jesus saw the vast crowd, his heart was moved
with pity for them, and he began to teach them many things
(Mark 6:30-34).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS
Saturday, July 21:
4 PM
Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic Church
Sunday, July 22:
9:00 AM
Leo Ivy Turnbull, Jr.; Tina Marie Perez
Ireland; Evelyn Brocato; Floyd Landry, Jr.;
Floyd Landry, Sr.; Larry Arcement; Daniel
Lemoine; Scott Lopez, Sr.; Craig Taffaro, Jr.;
Marian Couture Serigne
11:00 AM Felix Ruiz; Louis & Jean Ann Huff; Timmy
Alphonso (Birthday); Valentino Molero; Rene’
Pecar; Gregory M. Mehrhoff; Donald Evans; Scott
Lopez; Roy Fernandez; Daniel Lemoine; Marian
Couture Serigne
Monday, July 23:
Fr. Bryan’s Intentions
Tuesday, July 24: Floyd Landry, Sr.
Wednesday, July 25: All Souls
Thursday, July 26: Geraldine Davillier
Friday, July 27:
All Souls

Have a Mass offered for your loved ones! We offer multiple Mass
intentions on Saturday and Sunday Masses. The Weekday Masses
are for single intentions only. A Mass intention for one
individual or a married couple is $5 per Mass. Contact the office
for more information at 504-682-7070.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Bridget
St. Sharbel Makhluf
St. James
Ss. Joachim and Anne
Blessed Virgin Mary

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mt 12:38-42
Tuesday:
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-8; Mt 12:46-50
Wednesday: 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-6; Mt 20:20-28
Thursday:
Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 26:6-7ab, 8-11; Mt 13:10-17
Friday:
Jer 3:14-17; Jer 31:10-13; Mt 13:18-23
Saturday:
Jer 7:1-11; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a, 11; Mt 13:24-30
Sunday:
2 Kgs 4:42-44; Ps 145:10-11, 15-18; Eph 4:1-6;
Jn 6:1-15
Monday:

REST IN THE LORD
For several weeks, we have listened to readings that have
recounted just how arduous the work of prophets and disciples
can be. In today's Gospel, the Lord Jesus listens to the reports
of those he had sent out "two by two" to minister to the people.
After the apostles reported what they had done, Jesus,
recognizing their fatigue, says, "Come away by yourselves to a
deserted place and rest awhile” (Mark 6:31). Perhaps this is
what the Lord is telling his disciples in the year 2018 as well.
We need to pause on our journey of discipleship and simply
rest in the Lord. Sunday Mass provides many opportunities for
quiet times, particularly during the periods of silence
following the readings. Why not take the time today to allow
the saving word of the Lord to penetrate your heart during
those silent times? Ask the Lord to renew you in body, mind,
and spirit for the arduous work of discipleship.
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
THE BLESSED MOTHER:
GERALDINE DAVILLIER
ST. JOSEPH:
Timmy Alphonso, Sr. (Birthday)

If you would like to have the Sanctuary Lamp,
Marian Candle or St. Joseph Candle burn in honor
of a loved one, or for a Special Intention,
please contact the office. Thank you.
THE SANCTUARY LAMP BURNS THIS WEEK IN MEMORY OF:
CRAIG TAFFARO, JR.
THE MARIAN CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
ALL GRANDPARENTS
THE ST. JOSEPH CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
INTERNATIONAL LEADERS

Know that the greatest service that man can offer to God is to help convert souls. -- St. Rose of Lima

Prayer for Protec on against Storms and
Hurricanes
Our Father in Heaven, through the intercession of
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, spare us during this
Hurricane season from all harm. Protect us and
our homes from all disasters of nature. Our Lady
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Art Nelson, Jr.; Wilton Richard, Jr.; Donna B. Richard; Orilea
Lear; Bernardine Reimonenq; Rosalyn Thomas; Cornelius
Dennis, Jr. ; Louis Burns, Sr.; Carolyn LeBlanc; Juliet Dunn; J.E.
“Ted” Pourciau; Ryan Vitrano; Isabella Bazile; Buddy Landry

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN NEED

Guardian Angel Prayer
Angel of God, my guardian dear,
to whom God's love commits me here,
ever this day be at my side,
to light and guard, to rule and guide.
Amen.

Joy Dennis; Faye Hammer; Timmy Alphonso
The prayer list will run for two weeks only. If you would like to
add your beloved to the list or keep them on past the two weeks,
please call the rectory or drop the intention in the collection
basket.

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF LOURDES
Oh ever immaculate Virgin, Mother of Mercy,
Health of the Sick, Refuge of Sinners,
Comforter of the Afflicted, you know my
wants, my troubles, my sufferings. Look
upon me with mercy. When you appeared in
the grotto of Lourdes, you made it a privileged
sanctuary where you dispense your favors,
and already many sufferers have obtained
the cure of their infirmities, both spiritual and
corporal. I come, therefore, with unbounded
confidence to implore your maternal intercession.
Obtain, O loving Mother, the grant of my requests. I
will endeavor to imitate your virtues, that I may one
day share in your glory. Amen. Our Lady of
Lourdes...PRAY FOR US.

OUR FAMILY PRAYER
Loving & faithful God, through the
years the people of our archdiocese
have appreciated the prayers and love
of Our Lady of Prompt Succor in times
of war, disaster, epidemic and illness.
We come to you, Father, with Mary our
Mother, and ask you to help us in the
battle of today against violence,
murder, and racism.
We implore you to give us your wisdom that we may
build a community founded on the values of Jesus,
which gives respect to the life and dignity of all
people.
Bless parents that they may form their children in
faith. Bless and protect our youth that they may be
peacemakers of our time. Give consolation to those
who have lost loved ones through violence.
Hear our prayer and give us the perseverance to be
a voice for life and human dignity in our community.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.
Mother Henriette Delille, pray for us that we may be
a holy family.

Bulletin Deadline: 3:00 pm, every Thursday (1 wk. Before scheduled bulletin date)

Fr. Bryan Howard
July 22, 2018
ST. MARY MAGDALEN
Today is the memorial of St. Mary Magdalen,
who was one of the disciples of the Lord during
His life and the first person to announce His
Resurrection. Everything that we know about
her for sure comes from the Bible. We know that
she was a friend and follower of Jesus. In her
love for Jesus, she anointed his feet with oil and
washed them with her hair (John 12). We also
know that Jesus exorcised 7 demons from her.
Aside from this, St. Mary Magdalen is one of
the most controversial saints there is, not because
of anything she did, but because of what has been
said about her by others. First, many people are
under the impression that St. Mary Magdalen
was a prostitute before she became a follower of
Jesus. This is probably because of a
misinterpretation of the Bible, but there isn’t
actually any evidence that she was a prostitute.
Second, there are 2 different cities that claim
to have the remains of St. Mary Magdalen. The
Greek Church claims that St. Mary Magdalen
went with St. John and Mary the Mother of Jesus
to Ephesus, where she lived until her death. Her
body was moved to Constantinople (now called
Istanbul) in 866. The French claim that she went
with Lazarus and several others to Marseilles,
France, where she became a hermit until her
death. These remains were moved around several
times and are now at La Sainte-Baume. It’s
probably impossible to tell which story is true,
but we do know that having the relics of a
popular saint like Mary Magdalen brings in a lot
of tourists and pilgrims, both in the Middle Ages
and now, and can bring a lot of prestige and
wealth to the city where they’re kept.
Finally, a line of French kings, called the
Merovingian dynasty, which ruled France from

about 450 to 750 A.D., claimed to be descended
from Jesus Christ himself. They claimed that St.
Mary Magdalen was Jesus’ wife and that she was
pregnant when Jesus was crucified. They claim
that she travelled to France after He ascended to
heaven, and that they are descendants of that
child.
First, there is no evidence that this is
anything other than a lie that they told to increase
their own importance. Second, if this is true, then
they’re claiming that Jesus is basically a deadbeat
dad who abandoned his wife and child, which is
clearly ridiculous. Finally, we know from the
testimony and writings of the earliest Christians,
people who actually knew Jesus personally, that
Jesus was never married and practiced celibacy
throughout His life. You may remember this idea
from Dan Brown’s fictional novel, The Davinci
Code, or the movie based on it.
Despite these controversies, St. Mary
Magdalen herself can be a huge help to people
spiritually. She’s the patron saint against sexual
temptation, of drug stores and pharmacists,
contemplatives, converts, women, people
ridiculed for their piety, and of the diocese of Salt
Lake City, Utah, among many others. She was
one of the few followers of Jesus to remain
faithful to Him even through His arrest,
condemnation, and crucifixion. When most of the
others ran away and hid, she stayed with Him,
with St. John, the Virgin Mary, and several other
women. May we have her courage and conviction
of faith, even when we have to suffer false
accusations.
Next Week: Fr. Bryan Recommends

AROUND OUR PARISH
FREE FOOD FOR SENIORS 60+
Through Catholic Charities’ monthly commodity
program. Our Lady of Lourdes Church will have
distributions on the 4th Friday of each month, the
next distribution is:
Friday, July 27, 2018
8:00am – 10:00am.
**Each recipient must meet federal income guidelines. Proof of
income and state residency is required.
To find out if you qualify, call (504) 245-7207

IS REQUESTING THE
FOLLOWING DONATIONS IN JULY:
Mayo, Ketchup, Mustard & Dill Relish

The Parish School of Religion is currently holding
registration for the 2018—2019 school year. For
more information on how to register your child,
contact Debbie Taffaro @ (504) 339-9188

Donations are also being accepted for the
PARADE OF PRIZES.
New and gently used stuffed animals are needed.
Please leave donations in back of the church.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
(If you are able to volunteer in any capacity, please call
the office)

August 25, 2018
7:00pm - 11:00pm
Community Center
We will provide Coke, Diet
Coke, 7-up, Cups,
Napkins, Ice; & Draft Beer

Mission Appeal weekend July 28 & 29
Our Mission preacher is:
Fr. Joseph Thien Duc Vu
From THE LONG XUYEN DIOCESE OF VIETNAM
The Diocese of Long Xuyen covers two provinces of An Giang and Kien
Giang plus parts of two districts that belong to the City of Ccan Tho. This
region locates in the most southwestern corner of Vietnam in the
Mekong Delta that shares borders with Cambodia.
The Long Xuyen Diocese currently has over 234,000 faithful among
approximately 4.2 million people or 5.57%, lower than the national
average. It spreads out to 185 parishes in a region of about 6,500 square
miles. We currently have 301 priests including 30 religious ones, about
300 religious sisters, 97 seminarians, 184 preparatory students and
nearly 1,900 catechists.
In 1954, the population of the faithful in this area was about 30,000.
That was before the influx of the Catholic political refugees from North
Vietnam moving into this fertile farming land. The official church
records showed that the above number has increased to 93,739 in 1964.
Again, we are caring for over 234,000 faithful nowadays.
Viet Nam’s national population is shifting from countryside to more
industrial cities or further into isolated rural land. The latter is of our
most concern since many Catholics are moving away from their home
parishes to the new land where there are neither churches nor
catechetical schools.
The Long Xuyen Diocese has to build up to 5 chapels and many
classrooms each year to accommodate these new Catholic communities.
We also must train many new catechists and evangelizing volunteers.
WE NEED YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT!
Please let us be the extension of your arms to help this poor brothers
and sisters of ours as well as to touch the non-Christians in the region
who are hungry for the GOOD NEWS of CHRIST and the LOVE of God.

$15.00 per person

There will be no gathering in July;
we will meet again August 22nd.
WE RETURN TO GOD
FROM WHAT HE HAS GIVEN US
We gratefully acknowledge all that God has given to us.
In gratitude, we have returned to Him:

July 14th & 15th
Attendance: 356
Offertory:
$ 2561.51
Online Giving:
$ 325.00
Budget:
$ 3500.00
$ 613.49
Poor Box:

$86.83

Thank you for your generosity and spirit of caring!
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AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS
Blessing of the Fleet
Hopedale, Shell Beach, Yscloskey
Saturday, August 4th
1 pm at Robin’s Seafood

Blessing of the Fleet
Delacroix Island
Saturday, August 11th
1 pm at The Delacroix Pier
Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New Orleans is
now recruiting Foster Grandparents
Do you want to make a difference in a child’s life, connect
with other likeminded individuals, and stay active in your
community? Foster Grandparents pair men and women,
age 55 and over, with local youth to serve as role models,
mentors, and friends. Receive a small stipend in exchange
for 15-20 hours of service per week. Call Priscilla Mantilla
at 504-310-6882 to find out more.
MASS FOR GOD’S SPECIAL CHILDREN
When: Sunday, August 6, 2018 – 2:00 PM
Where: St. Francis Xavier Church
444 Metairie Road
Who: Special needs individuals, families and friends
Refreshments served after Mass
Information: Contact Joy Zainey at (504) 834-5865 or
visit the website www.godsspecialchildren.org.
Introducing NOLACATHOLIC eNEWS NOW!
Now Are you looking for good, true Catholic content
delivered directly to your inbox? Then the Archdiocese of
New Orleans is excited to share with you our newest
initiative NOLACatholic eNews Now, delivering the
latest in local, national, and global Catholic news directly
to your inbox every Wednesday. Sign-up to start receiving
yours beginning in July 2018 at
https://nolacatholic.org/join-our-email-list.
Annulment Writing Workshop
The Archdiocese of New Orleans will offer a writing
workshop for persons seeking an annulment in the Catholic
Church or for persons responding to an annulment. The
workshop will be held in the St. Benilde Teen Center in
Metairie. The series will be for five (5) Tuesdays,
September 11, September 18, September 25, October 2 and
October 9, 2018. Hours are 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. The
materials for the series cost $25.00. To register go to our
website https://nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/annulmentwriting-workshopseptemberoctober-2018. For more
information, please call Cathy, 504-861-6243.

Dear Members of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,
The last five and one-half years of diaconate formation has been
quite a journey full of great spiritual awakening and revelation. As
much as anything, I continue to be amazed at God’s grace and His
awesome love that he has for his people. I consider myself blessed to
have had so many people keeping Debbie and I and our family in
prayer during these past years. We are grateful and ask that you
continue to keep us in your prayers as I begin my journey as an
Ordained Deacon and Debbie and our family journey with me in the
ministry. We will be praying for you as well.
Several people have asked about the role of a deacon as we have not
had a deacon for some time in our parish. Generally speaking, the
deacon is ordained for the charism of service. This service can be lived out in many different
ways with the most visible being assisting at the Holy Mass. But the deacon is called to serve in
a variety of different ways and in coordination with the Archbishop and the Pastor to whom the
deacon is assigned. Often, Deacons are called to go where others wish not to go and to serve in
doing what others wish not to do. Most importantly, I am called to be a servant leader of the
church in prayer, ministry, and witness to the people of God.
The Deacon’s role also includes performing sacramental rites as called upon by the pastor. As
such, I will perform sacramental rites such as Baptisms, Weddings, and Funerals as well as
assisting with other liturgical functions as needed such as communion services, exposition and
benediction, and Liturgy of the Hours. I do not have the faculties to grant absolution in
confessions, consecrate the Eucharist, or administer the anointing of the sick. I will visit the sick
and the imprisoned and feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and pray for those in all forms of
need.
Quite honestly, my ministerial call is not much different than yours in that we are baptized to be
priest, prophet, and king as we participate and cooperate with building the Kingdom of God.
My call to the diaconate is a different path to fulfill this mission, but we share the universal call
to holiness together.
Your expressions of joy and excitement during this time mean so much to Debbie and I and
these sentiments have been exactly what has been on our hearts during and since the ordination
mass. I am grateful for all the prayers and well wishes and for the community of Our Lady of
Lourdes.
I am particularly grateful to Debbie and my family for the sacrifices that they have made in this
formation process and what is to come in the future. I am also grateful for the support and
openness of Fr. Luke in the process and Fr. Bryan for receiving me as my first pastor as a
Deacon.
May God continue to bless each of you and may the grace of the Holy Spirit be on you now and
always.
serve prius in caritate Christi,
Deacon Craig

