Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 2, 2018

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
2621 Colonial Blvd, Violet, LA 70092
Contact Information
Rev. Bryan Howard, Pastor
bhoward@arch-no.org
(504) 400-9217—for Sacramental

Emergencies Only

Rev. Charles Caluda, Ret. Priest
Craig Taffaro, Jr. -- Deacon
Georganna Alphonso -- Secretary
Terri Dunn -- Receptionist
Email: oll@arch-no.org
Website: olol-church.com
Office Phone: 504-682-7070
Fax: 504-605-2064
Debbie Taffaro—PCL
(504) 339-9188
dtaffaro@arch-no.org
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs.: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
MASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY:
SATURDAY:
WEEKDAYS:

9:00 am & 11:00 am
4:00 pm (Vigil)
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. : 8:00 am

Tues.: 6:00 pm

SACRAMENTS
CONFESSION:
1/2 hr. before each weekend mass.
BAPTISM: Please call the office to schedule a
baptism.
MARRIAGE: Contact Fr. Bryan at least six
months prior to the desired date.
Confirmation of the wedding date must be made
by the priest officiating the ceremony.
FUNERAL: Please contact Fr. Bryan
before going to the funeral home to make
arrangements.
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK:
Available upon request.
MINISTRY TO THE SICK OR
HOMEBOUND: If you cannot attend mass
and receive Communion, please contact
the parish office.
LITURGY OF THE HOURS:
Immediately following 8 am daily mass.
PRAY THE ROSARY: First Tuesday of every
month at 10:00 am.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: First
Wednesday of each month, following 8 am
Mass until 7 pm.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, members of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, are
committed to establish a safe haven for believers in our community.
Having Christ as the center of our worship and being impelled by
his teachings:
• We continually grow in ministries that address the needs and
concerns of our community.
• We strive to be a vibrant “Christ-Centered” spiritual family
and experience His love and presence in the celebration of the
Eucharist.

God gives each one of us sufficient grace ever to know His holy will, and to do it fully. -St. Ignatius of Loyola
TODAY'S READINGS
First Reading -- For what great nation is there that has
gods so close to it as the LORD, our God, is to us?
(Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8).
Psalm -- The one who does justice will live in the presence of
the Lord (Psalm 15).
Second Reading -- Religion that is pure is this: to care
for orphans and widows in their affliction (James 1:17-18,
21b-22, 27).
Gospel -- This people honors me with their lips, but
their hearts are far from me (Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS
Saturday, September 1:
4 PM
Floyd Landry, Jr.; Louis Huff; Marie
Louise Williams; Edward & Beulah
Williams, Sr.; Edward & Lorraine
Williams, Jr.; Clinton & Ernie Williams;
Charles & Evie Dubrett; Special Intention;
Floyd Landry, Sr.; Gustave “Johnny” Huff; Shirley
Kearney; Marian Couture Serigne; Junior
Rodriguez; Lloyd Cantrell, Jr.; Veronica Serigne;
Ursula Repath; Tookie Nunez; Leona & Sam
Nunez; Sammy Nunez, Jr.; Elaine Nunez; Carolyn
LeBlanc
Sunday, September 2:
9:00 AM Danny Molero; Leo Ivy Turnbull, Jr.; Tina Marie
Perez Ireland; Floyd Landry, Sr.; Larry Arcement;
Lionel Serigne; Veronica Serigne; Valentino
Molero; Evelyn Gonzales; Ursula Repath; Carolyn
LeBlanc
11:00 AM Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Church
Monday, September 3:
Walter “Nayko” Alfonso
Tuesday, September 4:
Doris Clement Martin
Wednesday, September 5: All Souls
Thursday, September 6: Floyd Landry, Jr.
Friday, September 7:
All Souls
Have a Mass offered for your loved ones! A Mass intention for
one individual or a married couple is $5 per Mass. Contact the
office for more information at 504-682-7070.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Gregory the Great; Labor Day
First Friday
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
1 Cor 2:1-5; Ps 119:97-102; Lk 4:16-30, or, for Labor
Day, any readings from the Mass "For the Blessings
of Human Labor," nos. 907-911
Tuesday:
1 Cor 2:10b-16; Ps 145:8-14; Lk 4:31-37
Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9; Ps 33:12-15, 20-21; Lk 4:38-44
Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23; Ps 24:1bc-4ab, 5-6; Lk 5:1-11
Friday:
1 Cor 4:1-5; Ps 37:3-6, 27-28, 39-40; Lk 5:33-39
Saturday:
Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6; Mt 1:1-16,
18-23 [18-23]

Monday:

Sunday:

Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146:7-10; Jas 2:1-5; Mk 7:31-37
THE HIGHEST LAW

From time to time, newspapers and magazines will offer,
as an item of "filler," various laws that are still on the books but
seem silly to us in our day and age. In one California city, it is
illegal to have two indoor bathtubs in one house. Clean water, a
precious commodity when the law was written, is now readily
available, so the law seems silly. But the human value of
protecting and preserving precious resources is still around,
evident in many conservation laws that seem sensible to us. So it
is with the laws of religious tradition. What Jesus scorns today is
others' attitude toward ritual laws, an attitude that becomes nearly
idolatrous when laws are observed for their own sake. Jesus
teaches that observation of external ritual laws is of value only
when they are emblems of our internal disposition toward the will
of God. Our whole lives must follow the one ultimate law of God:
to love God completely and to love neighbor entirely. Roman
Catholicism is a tradition rich with customs, traditions, and even
laws. As we continue to listen to the voice of Christ, we must
always look into our own hearts and underneath our ritual
practices to make sure that love of God and love of neighbor are
what we prize above all.
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
If you would like to purchase Memorial Flowers
in memory or in honor of a loved one, please
contact the office.

If you would like to have the Sanctuary Lamp, Marian
Candle or St. Joseph Candle burn in honor of a loved
one, or for a Special Intention, please contact the office.

THE SANCTUARY LAMP BURNS THIS WEEK IN MEMORY OF:
VICTIMS OF POVERTY
THE MARIAN CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ABUSE
THE ST. JOSEPH CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
HEALING OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

It is better to say one Our Father fervently and devoutly than a thousand with no devotion and full of distraction. — St. Edmund

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Art Nelson, Jr.; Wilton Richard, Jr.; Donna B. Richard; Orilea
Lear; Bernardine Reimonenq; Rosalyn Thomas; Cornelius
Dennis, Jr. ; Louis Burns, Sr.; Juliet Dunn; J.E. “Ted” Pourciau;
Ryan Vitrano; Isabella Bazile; Buddy Landry

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN NEED
Joy Dennis; Faye Hammer; Ron Davillier
The prayer list will run for two weeks only. If you would like to
add your beloved to the list or keep them on past the two weeks,
please call the rectory or drop the intention in the collection
basket.

Father of goodness and love, hear
our prayers for the sick members of
our community and for all who are
in need. Amid mental and physical
suffering may they find consolation
in your healing presence. Show
your mercy as you close wounds,
cure illness, make broken bodies
whole and free downcast spirits.
May these special people find
lasting health and deliverance, and so join us in
thanking you for all your gifts. We ask this
through he Lord Jesus who healed those who
believed. Amen.
PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF LOURDES
Oh ever immaculate Virgin, Mother of Mercy,
Health of the Sick, Refuge of Sinners,
Comforter of the Afflicted, you know my
wants, my troubles, my sufferings. Look
upon me with mercy. When you appeared in
the grotto of Lourdes, you made it a privileged
sanctuary where you dispense your favors,
and already many sufferers have obtained
the cure of their infirmities, both spiritual and
corporal. I come, therefore, with unbounded
confidence to implore your maternal intercession.
Obtain, O loving Mother, the grant of my requests. I
will endeavor to imitate your virtues, that I may one
day share in your glory. Amen. Our Lady of
Lourdes...PRAY FOR US.

Prayer for Protection against Storms and Hurricanes
Our Father in Heaven, through the intercession of Our
Lady of Prompt Succor, spare us during this
Hurricane season from all harm. Protect us and our
homes from all disasters of nature. Our Lady of
Prompt Succor, hasten to help us. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
OUR FAMILY PRAYER
Loving & faithful God, through the
years the people of our archdiocese
have appreciated the prayers and love
of Our Lady of Prompt Succor in times
of war, disaster, epidemic and illness.
We come to you, Father, with Mary our
Mother, and ask you to help us in the
battle of today against violence, murder,

and racism.
We implore you to give us your wisdom that we may
build a community founded on the values of Jesus,
which gives respect to the life and dignity of all
people.
Bless parents that they may form their children in
faith. Bless and protect our youth that they may be
peacemakers of our time. Give consolation to those
who have lost loved ones through violence.
Hear our prayer and give us the perseverance to be
a voice for life and human dignity in our community.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.
Mother Henriette Delille, pray for us that we may be
a holy family.

Bulletin Deadline: 3:00 pm, every Thursday (1 wk. Before scheduled bulletin date)

followers of Christ and to continue to grow closer
to Him for the rest of their lives, so they can join
Him forever in heaven.
Fr. Bryan Howard
September 2, 2018
RCIA
RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults, and it’s the program
through which the Church uses to bring converts
into the Church. The RCIA is a formation
program, not just an education program. There
are three periods leading up to baptism and
acceptance into the Church at Easter: the Period
of Inquiry, the Catechumenate, and the Period of
Purification and Enlightenment.
It begins with the period of inquiry, where
the potential convert is getting information about
the faith and the Church, asking questions, and
deciding whether they want to continue with the
formation process. This ends with the Rite of
Acceptance where those who have decided to
continue to state their intention, and the Church
accepts them as a Catechumen. A catechumen is
a student, so this period includes more
instruction in the faith, going deeper into the
Holy Bible and Holy Tradition, developing habits
of prayer, and beginning to practice the faith.
The Catechumenate ends with the Rite of
Election at the beginning of Lent, where the
catechumens are chosen by the Church to
become Catholics at Easter. During Lent, the
Catechumens begin their final preparations to
receive the Sacraments of Baptism and
Confirmation at Easter and to receive the Holy
Eucharist for the first time.
This whole process is based on the way
that ancient Christians welcomed new members
into the Church and prepared them to receive
their sacraments. When we are baptized and
confirmed, as in all of the Sacraments, we accept
the responsibility of living as a child of God and
practicing the faith in our lives. We don’t want to
just throw people into the deep end; we want to
prepare them to thrive in their new lives as

We are getting ready to begin a new group
in the RCIA in September. If you are interested
in converting to Catholicism or if you are a
Catholic who still needs to make their
Confirmation, contact the office for more
information. If you know someone who fits these
categories, please give them this article and let
them know that they are welcome to join us.

Next Week: Participation at Mass

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
When an altar is dedicated, the Rite of Dedication
directs that, if possible, the relics of a martyr be mortared
into the church floor under the mensa, or "altar table." Up
until this revised rite, the general practice was to include
small relics of saints in an altar stone, a slab of marble
that was normally set in the altar itself. Today's rite states
a clear preference for "martyr," and for a substantial part
of the body, in accord with our tradition's desire for
substantial symbols. Martyr, of course, means "witness"
in Greek, and was the title given early on to the people
who by their death imaged the death of Christ.
From the beginning, there has never been a shortage
of such people, although it took a while for the Church to
develop a process to declare someone a martyr. Saint
Augustine tells how it was done in the fifth century. By
then, popular opinion didn't count as much as an official
tribunal set up by the bishop of the place where the
martyr suffered. After the inquiry established that the
person did indeed die for the faith, a metropolitan bishop
had to ratify the decision before a shrine could be built or
an altar set up over the martyr's tomb. For the most part,
the honor paid to a martyr (called a "cult") was restricted
to that diocese, although the fame of some heroes spread
so much that they were celebrated elsewhere. The age of
the martyrs is now, and more people died for the faith in
the twentieth century than ever before, witnessing to
Christ to the end. Their sacrifice remains "the seed of the
Church."
--Rev. James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

AROUND OUR PARISH
BAPTIZED IN AUGUST:
Carleigh Marie Cocchiara
Khyla Reign Crawford
Sloane Isabella Jochum
Rainey Mae Johnson
Shay Lynn Roy

RECONCILIATION
Reconciliation will be available at
all churches in the Archdiocese of
New Orleans on
Wednesday, September 12th.
Fr. Bryan and will be offering the Sacrament
at Our Lady of Lourdes
The Rosary Group will meet
Tuesday, September 4th at 10 am.

Adoration will be:
Wednesday, September 5th
9:00 a.m. —7:00 p.m.
Please consider spending one hour
with Christ.

DONATIONS REQUESTED
IN SEPTEMBER:
Styrofoam Plates & Paper Towels
PARADE OF PRIZES
New and gently used stuffed animals are needed.
Please leave donations in back of the church.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
(If you are able to volunteer in any capacity,
please call the office)

Our Lady of Lourdes Online
www.olol-church.com
Like and follow us on Facebook

from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

RCIA Enrollment Open

Do you know someone who wants to enter the
Church or a Catholic who hasn’t made their
confirmation yet? We’re getting ready to start
another class of the RCIA, the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults. In the RCIA, you’ll learn
about the teachings of Jesus and the Church,
deepen your relationship with God, and prepare
to receive the sacraments. Classes will meet on
Thursdays beginning in September. Call or email
the office for more details.

WE RETURN TO GOD FROM WHAT HE HAS GIVEN US
We gratefully acknowledge all that God has given to us.
In gratitude, we have returned to Him:

August 25th & 26th
Attendance: 363
Offertory:
$ 2953.68
Online Giving:
$ 200.00
Budget:
$ 3500.00
$ 346.32
Poor Box: $112.00

Thank you for your generosity and spirit of caring!
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AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS
St. Bernard Catholic Cemetery

MASS FOR GOD’S SPECIAL CHILDREN
When: Sunday, September 9, 2018 – 2:00 PM
Where: St. Francis Xavier Church
444 Metairie Road
Refreshments served after Mass
Who: Special needs individuals, families and
friends
Information: Contact Joy Zainey at
(504) 834-5865 or visit the website
www.godsspecialchildren.org.

ARCHDIOCESAN SPIRITUALITY CENTER
BOUNDLESS COMPASSION
Boundless Compassion (book by Joyce Rupp)- Broken,
wounded, violent, damaged, divisive – these are some
descriptions given to the current global situation. Our
world desperately needs the noble, essential quality of
compassion to be activated; the compassion that was the
center of Jesus’ ministry and his mission for his
disciples—and his call for us today. Join ASC Associate
Director, Janet Trahan as together we nudge, encourage,
and inspire one another to be a beloved, Christ like presence, living compassionately. Thursday, Sept. 6, 13, 20,
27, Oct. 4, 11, 2018, 9:30-11:30am at the Archdiocesan
Spirituality Center, 2501 Maine Ave. Metairie. Please
purchase the book and read pgs. 1-40. Bring a journal.
Cost $50 (Adjustments can be made.) Register on the
web: https://asc.arch-no.org. email: archspirctr@archno.org or telephone (504) 861-3254.

RETROUVAILLE is a program designed to provide help
and support to married couples undergoing difficulties in
their relationship. Sponsored by the Catholic Church,
Retrouvaille is open to couples of all faiths. It has proven
helpful to couples who are troubled and stressed, or if the
relationship has grown cold and distant. The next
Retrouvaille Weekend will be October 5-7, 2018, at the
William J. Kelly Retreat Center in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi.
For additional information or to have information mailed
to you contact the Office of Marriage and Family Life at
504-861-6243 or see the website retrouvaille.org.

WWW.FINDAPARISH.COM
A great tool to help you find a church to attend
Mass while out of town. Just go to the above
website and input the state and city you are
visiting, find the nearest church and click on
‘more details’ to see mass times schedule.

