The First Sunday of Advent

December 2, 2018

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
2621 Colonial Blvd, Violet, LA 70092

Contact Information
Rev. Bryan Howard, Pastor
bhoward@arch-no.org
(504) 400-9217—for Sacramental

Emergencies Only

Rev. Charles Caluda, Ret. Priest
Craig Taffaro, Jr. -- Deacon
Georganna Alphonso -- Secretary
Terri Dunn -- Receptionist
Email: oll@arch-no.org
Website: olol-church.com
Office Phone: 504-682-7070
Fax: 504-605-2064
Debbie Taffaro—PCL
(504) 339-9188
dtaffaro@arch-no.org
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs.: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
MASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY:
SATURDAY:
WEEKDAYS:

9:00 am & 11:00 am
4:00 pm (Vigil)
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. : 8:00 am

Tues.: 6:00 pm

SACRAMENTS
CONFESSION:
1/2 hr. before each weekend mass &
1/2 hr. before Tuesday evening mass
BAPTISM: Please call the office to schedule a baptism.
MARRIAGE: Contact Fr. Bryan at least six
months prior to the desired date.
Confirmation of the wedding date must be made by
the priest officiating the ceremony.
FUNERAL: Please contact Fr. Bryan before
going to the funeral home to make arrangements.
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK:
Available upon request.
MINISTRY TO THE SICK OR
HOMEBOUND: If you cannot attend mass and
receive Communion, please contact the parish
office.
LITURGY OF THE HOURS:
Immediately following 8:00 am daily mass.
PRAY THE ROSARY: First Tuesday of every
month at 10:00 am.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: First
Wednesday of each month, following 8 am Mass
until 7 pm.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion:
Thursday after 8:00 am mass
Parish Holy Hour With Exposition Of
The Blessed Sacrament:
Every Friday at 7:00am leading to 8:00 am
mass.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, members of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, are
committed to establish a safe haven for believers in our community.
Having Christ as the center of our worship and being impelled by
his teachings:
• We continually grow in ministries that address the needs and
concerns of our community.
• We strive to be a vibrant “Christ-Centered” spiritual family
and experience His love and presence in the celebration of the
Eucharist.

Can you expect to go to heaven for nothing? Did not our dear Savior track the whole way to it with His Blood
and tears? — St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
TODAY'S READINGS
First Reading -- The days are coming when the LORD will
fulfill the promise made to Israel and Judah (Jeremiah 33:14- 16).
Psalm -- To you, O Lord, I lift my soul (Psalm 25).
Second Reading -- Abound in love for one another and for all
(1 Thessalonians 3:12 -- 4:2).
Gospel -- Stand erect and raise your heads; your redemption is
at hand (Luke 21:25-28, 34-36).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from
Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights
reserved.

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS
Saturday, December 1:
4 PM
Floyd Landry, Jr.; Marie Louise
Williams; Edward & Beulah Williams, Sr.;
Edward & Lorraine Williams, Jr.; Clinton
& Ernie Williams; Charles & Evie Dubrett;
Special Intention; Floyd Landry, Sr.;
Shirley Kearney; Marian Couture Serigne;
Lloyd Cantrell, Jr. George “Ching” Lopez;
Frank Acosta; Louis Huff; Veronica Serigne;
Lorraine Lafrance; Gustave “Johnny” Huff;
Health of Rose Brown; Lonny Nobles; Mark
Fortuna, II
Sunday, December 2:
9:00 AM Leo Ivy Turnbull, Jr.; Tina Marie Perez
Ireland; Ursula Repath; Daniel & Elaine
Molero; Les Jackson, Jr.; Carolyn
LeBlanc; Mark Fortuna, II
11:00 AM Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic Church
Monday, December 3: Fr. Bryan’s Intentions
Tuesday, December 4: George “Ching” Lopez
Wednesday, December 5: Deborah Desselle Henderson
Thursday, December 6: Gregory M. Mehrhoff
Friday, December 7:
8:00 AM: Dorothy Vicknair
4:00 PM: All Souls

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

First Sunday of Advent; Hanukkah begins
St. Francis Xavier
St. John Damascene
St. Nicholas
St. Ambrose; First Friday
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31
Saturday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6
THE PROMISE OF JUSTICE
We are in fairly good company when we ask God for justice.
Often enough we hear and agree with the lament of the people of
Israel asking God why the wicked prosper. However, when we
call out for justice, we usually want someone to get his or her
comeuppance. God’s justice is something other than this, of
course. God’s justice comprises a wonderful rightness between
God and humankind.
Today, Jeremiah looks ahead to a time when a just one will
sprout from the shorn-off stump of Jesse of the house and family
of David. Life was not fair in Jeremiah’s time. Israel’s kings held
the promise of God’s fidelity, but it was difficult to see how God’s
promise could be realized through them.
Nevertheless, Jeremiah lifts his voice and announces that the
Promised One will come. Luke’s Gospel echoes that
announcement, and Paul is filled with sturdy encouragement.
And so Advent begins with a promise.
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

If you would like to purchase Memorial Flowers in
memory or in honor of a loved one, please contact the
office.
MEMORIAL FLOWERS
THE BLESSED MOTHER:
CAROLYN LEBLANC
ST. JOSEPH:

If you would like to have the Sanctuary Lamp, Marian
Candle or St. Joseph Candle burn in honor of a loved
one, or for a Special Intention, please contact the office.
THE SANCTUARY LAMP BURNS THIS WEEK IN MEMORY OF:
Victims of Violence
THE MARIAN CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
CAROLYN LEBLANC
THE ST. JOSEPH CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
THE POOR AND THE HOMELESS

If, then, you are looking for the way by which you shall go, take Christ, because He Himself is the way.—
St. Thomas Aquinas

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Art Nelson, Jr.; Wilton Richard, Jr.; Donna B. Richard; Orilea
Lear; Bernardine Reimonenq; Rosalyn Thomas; Cornelius
Dennis, Jr. ; Louis Burns, Sr.; J.E. “Ted” Pourciau; Isabella Bazile;
Buddy Landry; Rusty Hall; Allen Nunez; Fr. Stanley Klores;
Gerald Stephany; Peggy Schifano; Rose Brown

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN NEED
Joy Dennis; Faye Hammer; Bob Maloz; Josie Landry
The prayer list will run for two weeks only. If you would like to add
your beloved to the list or keep them on past the two weeks, please
call the rectory or drop the intention in the collection basket.

Prayer for the Sick
O God, your Son accepted our sufferings
to teach us the virtue of patience in
human illness. Hear the prayers we offer
for our sick brothers and sisters. May all
who suffer pain, illness or disease realize
that they are chosen to be saints, and
know that they are joined to Christ in his
suffering for the salvation of the world,
who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen
OUR FAMILY PRAYER
Loving & faithful God, through the
years the people of our archdiocese have
appreciated the prayers and love of Our
Lady of Prompt Succor in times of war,
disaster, epidemic and illness. We come
to you, Father, with Mary our Mother,
and ask you to help us in the battle of
today against violence, murder, and
racism.
We implore you to give us your wisdom
that we may build a community founded on the values of
Jesus, which gives respect to the life and dignity of all
people.
Bless parents that they may form their children in faith.
Bless and protect our youth that they may be
peacemakers of our time. Give consolation to those
who have lost loved ones through violence.
Hear our prayer and give us the perseverance to be a
voice for life and human dignity in our community.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.
Mother Henriette Delille, pray for us that we may be a
holy family. Amen.

Bulletin Deadline: 3:00 pm, every Thursday (1 wk. Before scheduled bulletin date)

continence and chastity. Over the alb is worn the
stole, in the color of the day or season, which
represents the authority of the priest or deacon
before God.
Fr. Bryan Howard
December 2, 2018
THE PURPOSE OF
VESTMENTS
Last year, when the School of Religion
classes were still being held in the Church, the
kids would see me putting on and taking off my
vestments before and after Mass. I was told that
one of them went home and told his mom that I
have a whole closet full of fancy capes and things,
which is exactly right. They are basically just
fancy robes and capes and things, but they’re also
more than that. The word vestments simply
means clothes. Chasuble is an ancient word for a
coat, cincture is an old Latin word for belt, and
cope comes from the same Latin word as cape,
because that’s what it is. So, why don’t we just
wear normal clothes for Mass? That’s what most
protestant ministers do, but Catholic and
Orthodox clergy, who can trace their origins back
to the apostles themselves, wear fancy vestments
for Mass and for the sacraments.
We wear vestments because it’s not about
the priest, it’s about the sacrament. The
vestments cover the priests’ own clothes from his
collar all the way down to his ankles, and bishops
even wear hats for Mass, to cover even more of
themselves. The priest, in the Mass, is acting in
persona Christi, in the person of Christ. He acts in
the name of Christ and not in his own name and
with Christ’s authority, not his own authority.
Wearing special clothing for religious rites
goes all the way back to the Old Testament to the
high priest Aaron. God gave the design for those
vestments to Moses and they showed that Aaron
stood before God on behalf of the people. Catholic
vestments have meaning as well. The amice goes
around the neck to cover the collar of the shirt,
and it symbolizes the “helmet of salvation” (Eph
6:17). The white robe is worn, traditionally made
of linen (but not necessarily now), is the bottom
layer of vestments and goes down to the ankle; it
represents purity and reminds the priest or
deacon of their baptism. The alb is secured by a
robe called a cincture which represents

The priests stole is worn hanging straight
down, like the Jewish’s priests prayer shawl, and
the deacon’s stole is worn across the chest, like
the cord that held a Roman legionnaire’s sword.
The prayer which is prayed while donning the
stole reminds the clergyman of their need for
God’s mercy. Over everything else, a deacon
wears a dalmatic and a priest wears a chasuble in
the color of the day or season. The deacon’s
dalmatic represents asking the Lord to cover him
in salvation, joy, and justice. The priest’s
chasuble represents asking the Lord to cover him
in charity or love. Nothing is allowed to be worn
over the chasuble, as charity and love should go
over everything else.
As we don our vestments and pray the
appropriate vesting prayers, we also spiritually
prepare ourselves to offer the sacrifice of the
Mass, so the vestments, in addition to showing
that the Mass is not about ourselves and
symbolizing the role of the priest and deacon, also
remind us that we are doing the most important
thing that we will ever do, uniting ourselves to the
Cross and Resurrection of Jesus Christ through
the Most Holy Eucharist.

AROUND OUR PARISH

Wednesday, December 19th
@ 11:00 am
Ham will be served, bring
your favorite dish to share.
Bunco will be played!
Please bring a $5.00 Gift for
the Gift Exchange.

Have Breakfast with Santa
The Ladies Auxiliary will
be sponsoring a Pancake
Breakfast on Sunday
December 2nd 10:00a.m
to 12:30p.m. in the Community Center.
Advance tickets $4.00 At door $5.00.
Tickets will be on sale after all masses
beginning November 17th.

Christmas Flowers

If you would like to make a
donation for Christmas
Flowers; envelopes are
available in the gathering
area. Include the names of
those you would like
remembered at the masses.

The Rosary Group will meet
Tuesday, December 4th @
10:00 am.

Wednesday December 5th
9:00 am—7:00 pm
Please consider spending one
hour with Christ.

Religion Education Class Schedule

Sunday December 2, 10:00am - noon 6th - 11th grades
Tuesday December 4, 6:00pm - 7:30pm 1st - 5th grades
Sunday December 9, 10:00am - noon 6th - 11th grades

Please consider remembering
Our Lady of Lourdes Church
when planning your will.
WE RETURN TO GOD FROM WHAT HE HAS GIVEN US
We gratefully acknowledge all that God has given to us.
In gratitude, we have returned to Him:

November 17th & 18th

November 24th & 25th

Attendance: 323
Offertory:
$2536.00
Online Giving: $ 100.00
Budget:
$3500.00
$ 864.00

381
$2426.26
$ 295.00
$3500.00
$ 778.74

Poor Box: $51.50

$203.09

Thank you for your generosity and spirit of caring!

Bulletin Deadline: 3:00 pm, every Thursday (1 wk. Before scheduled bulletin date)

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS
Re-delegation of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church in
Chalmette will have a re-delegation session
for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion on December 15, 2018 from
9:00 a.m. to noon
MASS FOR GOD’S SPECIAL CHILDREN
When: Sunday, December 9, 2018 – 2:00 PM
Where: St. Francis Xavier Church
444 Metairie Road
Christmas Party hosted by The Knights of Columbus and
Daughters of Isabella immediately after Mass
Who: Special needs individuals, families and friends
Information: Contact Joy Zainey at
(504) 834-5865 or visit the website
www.godsspecialchildren.org.

THE BIRTH OF JESUS THIS ADVENT SEASON
A People Prepared: Would you
like to learn more about the
birth of Jesus this Advent
season? Dr. Gregory Vall of
Notre Dame Seminary will give a
presentation on the infancy
narrative as told in the Gospel of
Luke, December 6 and 13 at 7:00
PM in the church at Mary, Queen
of Peace, 1501 West Causeway
Approach,
Mandeville. For more information,
email qop@maryqueenofpeace.org or call 985626-6977.

