The Second Sunday of Advent

December 9, 2018

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
2621 Colonial Blvd, Violet, LA 70092

Contact Information
Rev. Bryan Howard, Pastor
bhoward@arch-no.org
(504) 400-9217—for Sacramental

Emergencies Only

Rev. Charles Caluda, Ret. Priest
Craig Taffaro, Jr. -- Deacon
Georganna Alphonso -- Secretary
Terri Dunn -- Receptionist
Email: oll@arch-no.org
Website: olol-church.com
Office Phone: 504-682-7070
Fax: 504-605-2064
Debbie Taffaro—PCL
(504) 339-9188
dtaffaro@arch-no.org
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs.: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
MASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY:
SATURDAY:
WEEKDAYS:

9:00 am & 11:00 am
4:00 pm (Vigil)
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. : 8:00 am

Tues.: 6:00 pm

SACRAMENTS
CONFESSION:
1/2 hr. before each weekend mass &
1/2 hr. before Tuesday evening mass
BAPTISM: Please call the office to schedule a
baptism.
MARRIAGE: Contact Fr. Bryan at least six
months prior to the desired date.
Confirmation of the wedding date must be made by
the priest officiating the ceremony.
FUNERAL: Please contact Fr. Bryan before
going to the funeral home to make arrangements.
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK:
Available upon request.
MINISTRY TO THE SICK OR HOMEBOUND:
If you cannot attend mass and receive
Communion, please contact the parish office.
LITURGY OF THE HOURS:
Immediately following 8:00 am daily mass.
PRAY THE ROSARY: First Tuesday of every
month at 10:00 am.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: First
Wednesday of each month, following 8 am Mass
until 7 pm.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion:
Thursday after 8:00 am mass
Parish Holy Hour With Exposition Of
The Blessed Sacrament:
Every Friday at 7:00am leading to 8:00 am
mass.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, members of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, are
committed to establish a safe haven for believers in our community.
Having Christ as the center of our worship and being impelled by
his teachings:
• We continually grow in ministries that address the needs and
concerns of our community.
• We strive to be a vibrant “Christ-Centered” spiritual family
and experience His love and presence in the celebration of the
Eucharist.

“He who possesses God lacks nothing: God alone suffices.” St. Teresa of Avila
TODAY'S READINGS

First Reading -- Take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on
the splendor of glory from God (Baruch 5:1-9).
Psalm -- The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy
(Psalm 126).
Second Reading -- I am confident that the one who began a good
work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus
(Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11).
Gospel -- The winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough
ways made smooth (Luke 3:1-6).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from
Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights
reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday:
Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Jdt
13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47, or any
readings from the Common of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, nos. 707-712
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15
Friday:
Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday:
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80: 2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;
Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday:
Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18
AWAITING THE SALVATION OF GOD

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS
Saturday, December 8:
8:00 AM Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Church
4:00 PM

Floyd Landry, Jr.; Louis Huff, Jr.; Marie
Louise Williams; Edward & Beulah Williams, Sr.;
Edward & Lorraine Williams, Jr.; Clinton &
Ernie Williams; Charles & Evie Dubrett; Special
Intention; Floyd Landry, Sr.; Shirley Kearney;
Marian Couture Serigne; Elizabeth & Philip
Macaluso; Camilla Macaluso; Mary & Bill
Heins; Reed & Deborah Henderson; Nide &
Doris Martin; Emily Martin; Ashley & Kathleen
Henderson; Kurt Rodriguez; Justilien & Emilie
Martin; Oleus & Elma Clement; Ashley “Doc” &
Hannah Henderson; Lloyd & Rena Cantrell;
John O. Doran, Jr.; Lloyd Cantrell, Jr.; Marilyn
Molero (Birthday); George “Ching” Lopez;
Frank Acosta; Veronica Serigne; Lorraine
Lafrance; Gustave “Johnny” Huff; Health of
Rose Brown; Lonny Nobles; Mark Fortuna, II

Sunday, December 9:
9:00 AM Leo Ivy Turnbull, Jr.; Tina Marie Perez
Ireland; Ursula Repath; Carolyn LeBlanc;
Jules LeBlanc; Agnes LeBlanc; Mark Fortuna, II;
Audrey Peters
11:00 AM Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic Church
Monday, December 10: Fr. Bryan’s Intentions
Tuesday, December 11: George “Ching” Lopez
Wednesday, December 12: All Souls
Thursday, December 13: Floyd Landry, Sr.
Friday, December 14:
Floyd Landry, Jr.

The world does not seem big enough to contain the jubilation
of the first reading. In the Gospel reading, the Roman empire
isn’t big enough, either. The great powers of Rome are named
and made to stand waiting for the arrival of God’s salvation. And
we find Paul meditating joyfully on what really matters.
According to Baruch, the city of Jerusalem is like a person
standing on tiptoe looking for God’s salvation, which is coming
from the east. Those who were led away on foot, heads down,
now come back, a proud people. Why, the very way is smoothed
out. The path is lined with fragrant, lush trees. It can’t get any
better than this, can it? Well, yes, it can. For a voice calls out in
the desert. Here is the beginning of the salvation of God
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Second Sunday of Advent
International Human Rights Day
St. Damasus I
Our Lady of Guadalupe
St. Lucy
St. John of the Cross
MEMORIAL FLOWERS

THE BLESSED MOTHER:
IN HONOR OF GEORGANNA & TIMMY ALPHONSO
ST. JOSEPH:
CAROLYN LEBLANC

THE SANCTUARY LAMP BURNS THIS WEEK IN MEMORY OF:
CHARLES KETTLEBERGER
THE MARIAN CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
EMERGENCY & SAFETY OFFICIALS
THE ST. JOSEPH CANDLE BURNS THIS WEEK FOR:
JULES LEBLANC

“Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you without leaving happier.”
--Saint Teresa of Calcutta

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Art Nelson, Jr.; Wilton Richard, Jr.; Donna B. Richard;
Bernardine Reimonenq; Rosalyn Thomas; Cornelius Dennis, Jr. ;
Louis Burns, Sr.; J.E. “Ted” Pourciau; Isabella Bazile; Buddy
Landry; Rusty Hall; Allen Nunez; Fr. Stanley Klores; Gerald
Stephany; Peggy Schifano; Rose Brown; Ethel Kidd, William
Rainez; Buddy Patterson

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN NEED
Joy Dennis; Faye Hammer; Bob Maloz; Josie Landry,
Orilea Lear; Aileen Rainey; Maxine Patterson
The prayer list will run for two weeks only. If you would like to add
your beloved to the list or keep them on past the two weeks, please
call the rectory or drop the intention in the collection basket.

Prayer for the Sick
O God, your Son accepted our sufferings
to teach us the virtue of patience in
human illness. Hear the prayers we offer
for our sick brothers and sisters. May all
who suffer pain, illness or disease realize
that they are chosen to be saints, and
know that they are joined to Christ in his
suffering for the salvation of the world,
who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen
OUR FAMILY PRAYER
Loving & faithful God, through the
years the people of our archdiocese have
appreciated the prayers and love of Our
Lady of Prompt Succor in times of war,
disaster, epidemic and illness. We come
to you, Father, with Mary our Mother,
and ask you to help us in the battle of
today against violence, murder, and
racism.
We implore you to give us your wisdom
that we may build a community founded on the values of
Jesus, which gives respect to the life and dignity of all
people.
Bless parents that they may form their children in faith.
Bless and protect our youth that they may be
peacemakers of our time. Give consolation to those
who have lost loved ones through violence.
Hear our prayer and give us the perseverance to be a
voice for life and human dignity in our community.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.
Mother Henriette Delille, pray for us that we may be a
holy family. Amen.
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Fr. Bryan Howard
December 9, 2018
THE IMPORTANCE OF PATRON SAINTS
If you are a baptized Catholic, then you
have a patron saint. He or she was picked for you
when you were baptized, but you may not know
who it is. It may be that you share your first or
middle name with a saint, or maybe some other
saint was picked for you. If your parents didn’t
pick a patron saint for you by naming you after a
saint, then the priest or deacon who baptized you
probably did; we often choose St. Joseph for boys
and the Blessed Virgin Mary for girls. I share my
middle name with St. Joseph, and I picked St.
Joseph for my confirmation saint as well. If you
don’t have a patron saint or don’t know who it is,
then hopefully by the end of this article you’ll be
determined to pick one, to learn about them, and
to develop a relationship with them.
First of all, your patron saint will act as an
example for you to show you how to live as a
follower of Christ, show virtue in difficult
circumstances, and grow in your relationship
with God. The first step to being declared a saint
is for the Church to examine someone’s life to see
if they lived with heroic virtue. The Church will
examine their life, any records that they left
behind, and interview people still living who knew
them. If they pass this step they are proclaimed
venerable, like Venerable Mother Henriette
Delille. When the Church canonized someone as a
saint it doesn’t mean that they were perfect or
that they never sinned, but it does mean that they
make a good example for Christians today. That’s
why it’s important to actually learn about the
lives of the saints, especially your patron saint.
Learn about their life and read any writings they
left; you may learn something that will help you
in your own life.
The saints aren’t just examples, though,
they are living in heaven, and we’re still
connected to them through the Holy Spirit. We,

the saints in heaven and the members of the
Church on earth, are all members of the one
Body of Christ. We should ask the saints to pray
and intercede for us because they are closer to
Christ than we are, since they’re already in
heaven and see God face to face. We
underestimate the power of prayer too often. We
believe that God is all powerful, all knowing, all
good, and present everywhere. Since He is present
everywhere He isn’t limited to helping one person
at a time. In His goodness, He desires the good for
us; in His omniscience, He knows the best way to
help us; and in His omnipotence, He has the
ability to do it. “If God can do all that, then why,”
you may ask, “do we need to pray at all?” We
pray, not to tell God what we want or what to do,
but to increase our desire for the graces and
blessings that God already wants to give us that
we might grow in holiness. The saints can help us
by showing us what holiness is, so we can desire it
all the more, since they live in the presence of God
Who is the source of all holiness.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Look around most Catholic churches, and you will
discover an image of John the Baptist, often in the
old baptistery, or in a window near where the font is
or was located. He has two feast days in the
calendar: one commemorating his birth, and the
other his death. There are only three nativities in
our calendar: for Jesus, for Mary, and for the
Baptist. John’s birthday is reckoned according to
the schedule given in Luke’s Gospel of the angel’s
announcement to Mary. The angel tells her that her
cousin Elizabeth is in the sixth month of pregnancy,
and so Mary hastens to help her. Reckoning
Christmas as December 25, we count backwards
nine months to March 25 for the Feast of the
Annunciation. Then we count forward three months
to June 24 for John the Baptist’s birth. Halfway to
Christmas, his nativity gives ample reason for
rejoicing in the summer, and his symbols of fire and
water are used playfully in bonfires and dives into
the sea. Even at the polar opposite of Christmas in
the calendar, the energy of Christ’s birth in the
Incarnation provides cause for rejoicing.
--Rev. James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

AROUND OUR PARISH
Our Lady of Lourdes will have
an Advent Penance Service on
Thursday, December 20, at
6:00 pm

Christmas Flowers

BAPTIZED IN NOVEMBER:
Cameron Michael Kelone
Luke Sage Molinary
Bennett Joseph Caro
Charles Jeremy McMullin
Brian Gerard Reaney, III
Mila Marie Melerine

Wednesday, December 19th
@ 11:00 am
Ham will be served, bring
your favorite dish to share.
Bunco will be played!
Please bring a $5.00 Gift for
the Gift Exchange.
Our Lady of Lourdes
Council 8442 Knights of Columbus &
Ladies Auxiliary
If you would like to become a member of
either of these wonderful organizations, please call the
office at 682-7070 and someone will return your call.

If you would like to make a
donation for Christmas
Flowers; envelopes are
available in the gathering
area. Include the names of
those you would like
remembered at the masses.
Subscribe to the OLL
Newsletter
The OLL Newsletter will be
sent out once a month, with
special editions being sent out
around major holidays. We'll use the newsletter
to inform you of what's going on with Our Lady
of Lourdes, upcoming events, and other
interesting information.
To Subscribe go to our website:
http://www.olol-church.com/

WE RETURN TO GOD FROM WHAT HE HAS GIVEN US
We gratefully acknowledge all that God has given to us.
In gratitude, we have returned to Him:

December 1st & 2nd

Religion Education Class Schedule
Sunday December 9, 10:00am - noon 6th - 11th grades
Tuesday December 11, 6:00pm - 7:30pm 1st - 5th grades
Sunday December 16, 10:00am - noon 6th - 11th grades

Attendance:
Offertory:
Online Giving:
Budget:

$ 3111.01
$ 225.00
$3500.00
$ 163.99

Poor Box: $191.90

Thank you for your generosity and spirit of caring!

Bulletin Deadline: 3:00 pm, every Thursday (1 wk. Before scheduled bulletin date)

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS
Re-delegation of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church in
Chalmette will have a re-delegation session
for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion on December 15, 2018 from
9:00 a.m. to noon
MASS FOR GOD’S SPECIAL CHILDREN
When: Sunday, December 9, 2018 – 2:00 PM
Where: St. Francis Xavier Church
444 Metairie Road
Christmas Party hosted by The Knights of Columbus and
Daughters of Isabella immediately after Mass
Who: Special needs individuals, families and friends
Information: Contact Joy Zainey at
(504) 834-5865 or visit the website
www.godsspecialchildren.org.

RESPECT LIFE GATHERING—JANUARY
Join us as we discuss Conscience Protection and
the Life Issues at the Respect Life Gathering on
Thursday January 10, 2019, at 6:30 PM at St.
Dominic Church in the Siena Room at 755 Harrison
Ave., in NOLA. Debbie Shinskie of the Respect
Life Office will be presenting. Please join us for
an evening of prayer, networking, and learning
about Conscience Protection and the Life Issues!
Light refreshments will be provided. If you have
questions, please contact the Respect Life Office
at respectlife@arch-no.org.

Our Lady of Prompt Succor will have
an Advent Penance Service on
Thursday, December 13, at 6:00 pm.

THE DECEMBER RESPECT LIFE FOCUS IS
VIOLENCE
Please join in our spiritual work of mercy, by
joining in this prayer during the month of
December:
“Let us pray, God have mercy on us in the
United States and throughout the world as we
refuse to follow your command of peace. Give
your blessing to those who have died, their
families, and to those who protect us through law
enforcement. Lord Jesus we weep with you. Please use
our prayers, hearts and hands to build peace in our
families and in our world. Wherever in my heart there is
a hint of violence and revenge, mercifully help me to a
change of heart. Lord, let there be peace on earth and let
it begin with me. Amen.” -Archbishop Aymond

